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From Frank J Williams : The Mary Lincoln Enigma: Historians on America's Most Controversial First Lady 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Mary Lincoln 
Enigma: Historians on America's Most Controversial First Lady: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Research on a many faceted Victorial womanBy 
desmoinesgrandmaVery interesting reading Many differing points of view are represented with quite complete 
documentation. It can be of interest to both scholars and those who simply want to learn about her. Other scholarly 
works are reviewed within these pages. It would have helped this reader if some of the repeated stories of her life had 
been edited into endnotes rather than retelling of the same story by several of the authors. All in all, a very helpful, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0809331241


thoughtful compilation of research on her life and times.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Some really 
great work, but some of the articles had some ...By KESome really great work, but some of the articles had some 
pretty glaring inaccuracies or simplifications that I found jarring. "There's Something About Mary" was spectacularly 
written. The phrasing of some others was very confusing. A mixed bag, but all interesting in some way.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy CustomerI enjoyed the 

Mary Lincoln is a lightning rod for controversy. Stories reveal widely different interpretations, and it is impossible to 
write a definitive version of her life that will suit everyone. The thirteen engaging essays in this collection introduce 
Mary Lincoln’s complex nature and show how she is viewed today.The authors’ explanations of her personal and 
private image stem from a variety of backgrounds, and through these lenses—history, theater, graphic arts, and 
psychiatry—they present their latest research and assessments. Here they reveal the effects of familial culture and 
society on her life and give a broader assessment of Mary Lincoln as a woman, wife, and mother. Topics include 
Mary’s childhood in Kentucky, the early years of her marriage to Abraham, Mary’s love of travel and fashion, the 
presidential couple’s political partnership, and Mary’s relationship with her son Robert.The fascinating epilogue 
meditates on Mary Lincoln’s universal appeal and her enigmatic personality, showcasing the dramatic differences in 
interpretations. With gripping prose and in-depth documentation, this anthology will capture the imagination of all 
readers.Univeristy Press Books for Public and Secondary Schools 2013 edition


