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William Lloyd Garrison's life as an abolitionist and advocate for social change was dependent on histraining asa
printer. None who have studied Garrison can ignore his editorship of The Liberator but many have not fully
understood his belief in the central role of awell-edited newspaper in the maintenance of a healthy republic and the
struggle to reform society. Church, politics and publishing were the three foundations of Garrison's life. Newspapers,
he believed, were especially important, for they provided citizensin a democracy the information necessary to make
their own choices. When ministers and politiciansin the North and the South refused to address the horror of slavery
and became tacit advocates for the "peculiar institution," he was compelled to employ the printing pressin protest.
This book traces his path from printer to publisher of The Liberator. Garrison had not become a publisher to advocate
abolition; he was a mechanic and an editor, later areformer, but always a printer. His expertise with the printing press
and the practice of journalism became for him the natural means for ending slavery.

"A work of exceptionally impressive historical research and scholarship...very highly recommended"--Midwest Book
About the AuthorDenis Brennan is a professor of American history and alecturer at Union College in Schenectady,
New Y ork.



