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Campaign of June and July 1863By Joe OwenNoted Civil War Author Scott L. Mingus, has written an outstanding 
and lively narrative about the role the Louisiana Brigade played in the Battle of Gettysburg. Part of the Army of 
Northern Virginia, the Louisiana Tigers under Brigadier Harry T. Hays were well known for their hard fighting, hard 
drinking, and erasable behavior to both friends and foes alike. These soldiers were from all parts of Louisiana and the 
men were from all different backgrounds. Put together, they formed one effective fighting force and were a key part of 
General Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern Virginia.The author gives the history of the brigade from June to July 1863, 
leading up to the Battle of Gettysburg, the Battle itself and the few weeks after the battle. What a hard fighting brigade 
this was, Beginning with the Second Battle of Winchester the Louisiana Brigade swept thru the battlefield towards the 
Union lines and their "Rebel Yell" put genuine fear into the hearts of the enemy Union Soldiers. Mr. Mingus gives the 
interesting history of the brigades march thru Gettysburg, and tells humorous tells of the Louisianan's encounters with 
the Pennsylvanian Civilians along the way. These men did put the "fear of God" into the Pennsylvanians who thought 
the soldiers were going to rape, pillage, and plunder every house and farm they encountered. This was not the case. 
The Confederate Soldiers were under orders from General Lee to behave honorably and thus they did. The author then 
tells the first two days of the Battle of Gettysburg and what the Louisiana Tigers did during the battle. Mr. Mingus 
gives very interesting details of the Tigers assault on East Cemetery Hill, and the great price they paid for trying to 
take the battle into the Union lines. These were ferocious fighters, but the Union Lines especially the soldiers from 
Ohio, Pennsylvania and New York surprised the Louisianans in their equal tenacity and bravery. The Louisianans 
ALMOT achieved victory (much like the fellow soldiers from Mississippi in General William Barksdale's charge just 
a few hours earlier), however the Louisianans withdrew leaving the Union Lines intact. The author closes with the the 
Tigers' withdrawal from Gettysburg and their retreat into Virginia. Mr. Mingus gives the stories of what happened to a 
few of the men left behind after the battle. Many died from their wounds in the days and weeks after the battle. Some 
were able to rejoin their regiments, some deserted, and some who were captured took the oath of allegiance to the 
United States. I find an interesting tale in the book of how a man from Pittsburgh, PA was in New Orleans when the 
war broke out and was forced into enlisting in a Louisiana Regiment. After he was captured at Gettysburg, he told his 
captors his story and then voluntarily joined the Union Army for the rest of the war.The rest of the book are the 
Appendices including the order of battle for East Cemetery Hill, a recap of the weather during the entire Gettysburg 
Campaign, a day-by-day chronology of the Tigers' movements and campsites, and the text of the official reports from 
General Hays for Second Winchester and Gettysburg.This is the first book of Mr. Mingus that I have read. He is the 
author of many other books about Gettysburg and the Civil War. After reading this excellent book, I definitely look 
forward to reading the rest of his fine works about the different parts of the Battle of Gettysburg and the Civil War. He 
is a fine author with outstanding narrative and this book is HIGHLY RECOMMENDED to anyone who wants to know 
more about the Battle of Gettysburg and The Civil War!6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Great 
bookBy CustomerRecently I have not read a better publication concerning the Gettysburg Campaign. Gettysburg has 
seen its fair share of publications over the years including many books that focus solely on some aspect of the battle. 
There are books that talk only about the horses of Gettysburg, the artillery, the cavalry, the struggle for Little Round 
Top, Devils Den, The Wheatfield, Culps Hill/Cemetary Hill and so forth. Many of them are very good and many of 
them aren't so good. Scott Mingus has taken a very "over-published" topic and found a new angle for his readers to 
enjoy. This book focuses solely on the experiences of the Louisana Tigers in the Gettysburg Campaign. Mingus has 
done an exceptional job acquiring the infomation necessary and going the extra mile to dig up the fascinating facts that 
make a book like this worth reading. I recommend this book to everyone who is interested in the Gettysburg 
Campaign. Its detail, its organization is amazing. The only drawback is that the publisher has not included enough 
maps to depict the Tigers experience. However, Mingus has assembled all the key infomation that is needed and what 
makes this work so impressive is his ability to transport his readers back in time and make you a part of this brigade as 
it attempted to sieze Cemetary Hill from the Federals as the sun began to set on July 2, 1863. Excellent work Scott6 of 
6 people found the following review helpful. Excellent, just missing a map or two.By Joel ManuelI had a direct 
ancestor in the Louisiana Brigade (Company C, 6th La, wounded at Second Winchester) so I was excited to read this 
book, which details the actions of the Louisiana "Tigers" of Hays' Brigade in the Gettysburg Campaign, from the time 
it left the Fredericksburg area until the retreat across the Potomac after Gettysburg. It is well-researched and skillfully 
written, using Union and Confederate primary sources to give a full picture of the Tigers' triumphs and tragedies 
during that campaign. In this way we get to see what the Tigers were doing at a given time, and how their actions 
impacted and were viewed by the Federal units they were facing.The book's main problem has been noted in a couple 
of other web reviews: although it has maps tracing the brigade's moves during Second Winchester, it has NO maps for 
its two major actions at Gettysburg: the decisive defeat of the Eleventh Corps on July 1, and the briefly-successful 
attack on East Cemetery Hill the following night. Anyone who has more than a passing interest in Gettysburg will still 
be able to visualize these movements in his head, but I still think it's a major oversight for a respected press like LSU 
to leave out a map of those actions, which can be confusing.This is not a fatal flaw, however. Mingus' book contains 
probably the best account of the attack on East Cemetery Hill we will be able to get for a while, and some of the 
descriptions of the horrors of that night will move even the most hardened reader. The chapter on Second Winchester 



is equally fascinating. Appendixes include Harry Hays' reports on those two battles, a list of brigade members killed 
during the campaign, and weather conditions faced by the Tigers. In the end, I would recommend this book to anyone 
interested in Gettysburg itself or the Louisiana Brigade in particular, and I look forward to reading the author's study 
of General Gordon's activities concerning the Wrightsville bridge over the Susquehanna, "Flames Beyond Gettysburg."

Previous works on Confederate brigadier general Harry T. Hays's First Louisiana Brigade--better known as the 
"Louisiana Tigers"--have tended to focus on just one day of the Tigers' service--their role in attacking East Cemetery 
Hill at Gettysburg on July 2, 1863--and have touched only lightly on the brigade's role at the Second Battle of 
Winchester, an important prelude to Gettysburg. In this commanding study, Scott L. Mingus, Sr., offers the first 
significant detailed exploration of the Louisiana Tigers during the entirety of the 1863 Gettysburg Campaign. Mingus 
begins by providing a sweeping history of the Louisiana Tigers; their predecessors, Wheat's Tigers; the organizational 
structure and leadership of the brigade in 1863; and the personnel that made up its ranks. Covering the Tigers' 
movements and battle actions in depth, he then turns to the brigade's march into the Shenandoah Valley and the Tigers' 
key role in defeating the Federal army at the Second Battle of Winchester. Combining soldiers' reminiscences with 
contemporary civilian accounts, Mingus breaks new ground by detailing the Tigers' march into Pennsylvania, their 
first trip to Gettysburg in the week before the battle, their two-day occupation of York, Pennsylvania--the largest 
northern town to fall to the Confederate army--and their march back to Gettysburg. He offers the first full-scale 
discussion of the Tigers' interaction with the local population during their invasion of Pennsylvania and includes 
detailed accounts of the citizens' reactions to the Tigers--many not published since appearing in local newspapers over 
a century ago. Mingus explores the Tigers' actions on the first two days of the Battle of Gettysburg and meticulously 
recounts their famed assault on East Cemetery Hill, one of the pivotal moments of the battle. He closes with the Tigers' 
withdrawal from Gettysburg and their retreat into Virginia. Appendices include an order of battle for East Cemetery 
Hill, a recap of the weather during the entire Gettysburg Campaign, a day-by-day chronology of the Tigers' 
movements and campsites, and the text of the official reports from General Hays for Second Winchester and 
Gettysburg. Comprehensive and engaging, Mingus's exhaustive work constitutes the definitive account of General 
Hays's remarkable brigade during the critical summer of 1863.

"Even dedicated scholars of the Battle of Gettysburg will discover new information absent from standard histories of 
the campaign.... This truly is one of those volumes that will both interest scholars and please more casual readers." -- 
Journal of Southern HistoryAbout the AuthorScott Mingus is a scientist and executive in the paper industry, and holds 
patents in self-adhesive postage stamps and bar code labels. He graduated from the paper science engineering program 
at Miami University and was part of the research team that developed the first commercially successful self-adhesive 
U.S. postage stamps. He has written 18 Civil War books. His biography of Confederate General William "Extra Billy" 
Smith was nominated for or won multiple awards,including the Dr. James I Robertson, Jr. Literary Prize. He also 
wrote several articles for Gettysburg Magazine. Scott maintains a blog on the Civil War history of York County PA 
(yorkblog.com/cannonball) and received the 2013 Heritage Profile Award from the York County Heritage Trust for his 
contributions to local Civil War history. He also has written six scenario books on miniature wargaming and was 
elected to the hobby's prestigious Legion of Honor. His great-great-grandfather was a 15-year-old drummer boy in the 
51st Ohio Infantry, and other family members fought in the Army of the Potomac at Antietam and Gettysburg. He is a 
direct descendant of Pvt. Moses Mingus, 1st New York Infantry, American Revolutionary War. 


