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David Roberts : The Lost World of the Old Ones: Discoveries in the Ancient Southwest  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Lost World of the Old Ones: Discoveries 
in the Ancient Southwest: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. My family owns a cabin on Lake Valicito in Durango Colorado and 
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reading about all the stuff I didn't know was around me is very amazing. The climbing aspects are very intriguing 
especially considering ...By zombieI heard about this book from a radio show hosted by John Batchelor. I was 
fascinated by the stuff Mr Roberts spoke about on the show and immediately purchased this book after the 
interview.This is such an interesting book! I was born in Vernal Utah. Some of the stuff Mr Roberts referenced I was 
actually told about by my Grandfather and his grandfather before. (Butch Cassidy and the Hole in the wall gang.) 
Local Indian legends and the farmers that explored many of the ruins around Utah and Colorado. My family owns a 
cabin on Lake Valicito in Durango Colorado and reading about all the stuff I didn't know was around me is very 
amazing. The climbing aspects are very intriguing especially considering the heights and difficulty involved. The 
writing style is very readable and keeps you interested. I imagine this was a hard book to write and bring all the history 
and personal experiences together. In addition goes over the Chaco Meridian theory developed by Archeologist 
Stephen H. Lekson.I recommend this book to anyone that lives in the four corners area or just anyone that loves 
exploring old ruins and archaeology sites.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. David Robert's writing 
makes me want to go back to Cedar Ridge and spend years exploring the regionBy Sean C. MarkusDave Roberts does 
a wonderful job describing what makes South Eastern Utah such a magical place. As former writer for National 
Geographic Adventure, he knows his stuff and how to describe it in perfect detail. Robert's writing makes me want to 
go back to the region and explore it all for myself.9 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Great read for the 
casual visitor of the SW looking for more than textbook "truths".By Jess in OklahomaI have not read "In Search of the 
Old Ones", but I was forever reading and re-reading Mr. Roberts articles published in the National Geographic. I was 
looking for an intellectually stimulating book to read during the lulls of our wheat harvest, and this fit the bill 
perfectly. As an Agronomist, reading about how these lost civilizations practiced cultivation (if they did) endlessly 
fascinates me. I appreciate the attention to given to facts and that Mr. Roberts put aside his own ideas to give a reader 
a chance to shape their own ideas, and to hear all sides. Great book!

An award-winning author and veteran mountain climber takes us deep into the Southwest backcountry to uncover 
secrets of its ancient inhabitants.For more than 5,000 years the Ancestral Puebloans?Native Americans who flourished 
long before the first contact with Europeans?occupied the Four Corners region of the southwestern United States. Just 
before AD 1300, they abandoned their homeland in a migration that remains one of prehistory's greatest puzzles. 
Northern and southern neighbors of the Ancestral Puebloans, the Fremont and Mogollon likewise flourished for 
millennia before migrating or disappearing. Fortunately, the Old Ones, as some of their present-day descendants call 
them, left behind awe-inspiring ruins, dazzling rock art, and sophisticated artifacts ranging from painted pots to woven 
baskets. Some of their sites and relics had been seen by no one during the 700 years before David Roberts and his 
companions rediscovered them.In The Lost World of the Old Ones, Roberts continues the hunt for answers begun in 
his classic book, In Search of the Old Ones. His new findings paint a different, fuller portrait of these enigmatic 
ancients?thanks to the breakthroughs of recent archaeologists. Roberts also recounts his last twenty years of far-flung 
exploits in the backcountry with the verve of a seasoned travel writer. His adventures range across Utah, Arizona, New 
Mexico, and southwestern Colorado, illuminating the mysteries of the Old Ones as well as of the more recent Navajo 
and Comanche.Roberts calls on his climbing and exploratory expertise to reach remote sanctuaries of the ancients 
hidden within nearly vertical cliffs, many of which are unknown to archaeologists and park rangers. This ongoing 
quest combines the shock of new discovery with a deeply felt connection to the landscape, and it will change the way 
readers experience, and imagine, the American Southwest. 16 pages of illustrations

“A funny, witty and highly personal account.” - Sandra Dallas, Denver Post“Full of insights . . . Roberts captivates the 
reader with the thrill of finding artifacts.” - Durango Herald“Engaging . . . enjoyable reading.” - Alex Heard, 
Pasatiempo“Stimulating, provoking, mournful. . . . [Roberts] has a deep and infectious passion for the landscapes, 
history and people of the Southwest.” - Gerard Helferich, Wall Street Journal“An utterly fascinating, beautifully 
written and elegiac exploration.” - Douglas Preston, #1 New York Times best-selling author“[H]as the pull and 
excitement of a suspense novel and appeals to a wide range of readers interested in this region’s deep past and great 
beauty.” - Booklist, Starred review“The rare sequel that stands alone yet also takes its rightful place as a classic 
alongside its predecessor volume.” - Mitchell Zuckoff, author of Lost in Shangri-La“Part ethnographer, part 
archaeologist?with healthy doses of skeptical enquirer, curiosity seeker, and professional mountain climber mixed 
in?this talented writer navigates the secret canyons and hidden watercourses of the American Southwest in search of a 
lost civilization.” - Alex Beam, author of American Crucifixion: The Murder of Joseph Smith and the Fate of the 
Mormon ChurchAbout the AuthorA veteran mountain climber, David Roberts is the award-winning author of Alone 
on the Ice, The Lost World of the Old Ones, and True Summit, and twenty-six other books about mountaineering, 
exploration, adventure, and Western history and anthropology. He lives in Massachusetts. 


