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Steve Fiffer, Adar Cohen : Jimmie Lee James: Two Lives, Two Deaths, and the Movement that Changed 
America  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Jimmie Lee 
James: Two Lives, Two Deaths, and the Movement that Changed America: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A wonderfully told story, based on excellent research and fact.By M. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1941393489


BrownThis is an amazing book that exposes our racist civil rights past, the struggles of african americans, and the few 
whites who helped, to overcome the injustice and pain, and the relevance to our current race relations today.Like so 
many of the worlds historic examples of how humans can be so cruel and ignorant of the right way we should exist 
together, we shall never forget. The story of these two men and their brutal death was extremely moving and a book all 
should read.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A compelling account of the Civil Rights MovementBy 
Michael J. KatzSteve Fiffer and Adar Cohen provide a tense "you are there" narrative to the civil rights protests in 
Marion and Selma, Alabama that led to the Voting Rights Act of 1965. With diligent research and a sensitive touch, 
they portray the lives of Jimmie Lee Jackson and Rev. James Rabb, providing a human touch as well as underlining 
contemporary relevance.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Essential reading for anyone concerned 
about the ongoing struggle for equality in America.By Christine A. WolfCovering what I was never taught in school -- 
the living, breathing, human perspectives from the Civil Rights movement -- the authors bring to life the raw, in-the-
moment chaos, the voices demanding justice and the historic unity borne of passion and peace. Recommended for 
anyone interested in the history and humanity of the fight for equality. I wish I'd read this book in high school.

In the early months of 1965, the killings of two civil rights activists inspired the Selma-to-Montgomery marches, 
which became the driving force behind the passage of the Voting Rights Act. This is their story.“Bloody 
Sunday”—March 7, 1965—was a pivotal moment in the civil rights struggle. The national outrage generated by scenes 
of Alabama state troopers attacking peaceful demonstrators fueled the drive toward the passage of the Voting Rights 
Acts later that year. But why were hundreds of activists marching from Selma to Montgomery that afternoon? Days 
earlier, during the crackdown on another protest in nearby Marion, a state trooper, claiming self-defense, shot Jimmie 
Lee Jackson, a 26-year-old unarmed deacon and civil rights protester. Jackson’s subsequent death spurred local civil 
rights leaders to make the march to Montgomery; when that day also ended in violence, the call went out to activists 
across the nation to join in the next attempt. One of the many who came down was a minister from Boston named 
James Reeb. Shortly after his arrival, he was attacked in the street by racist vigilantes, eventually dying of his injuries. 
Lyndon Johnson evoked Reeb’s memory when he brought his voting rights legislation to Congress, and the national 
outcry over the brutal killings ensured its passage. Most histories of the civil rights movement note these two deaths 
briefly, before moving on to the more famous moments. Jimmie Lee James is the first book to give readers a deeper 
understanding of the events that galvanized an already-strong civil rights movement to one of its greatest successes, 
along with the herculean efforts to bring the killers of these two men to justice—a quest that would last more than four 
decades.

"We are reminded as we mark the 50th anniversary of the Voting Rights Act that it is an act bought in blood, 
especially the blood of Jimmie Lee Jackson and Rev. James Reeb. The book is critical... Everyone must read it." 
(Melissa Harris-Perry MSNBC)"In Jimmie Lee and James, Steve Fiffer and Adar Cohen bring to life a watershed 
moment in our nation's history. This is a must-read for all who care about the fight for civil rights and the right to vote, 
then and now." (Julian Bond, NAACP Chairman Emeritus)"This is the untold, true story behind the historic 1965 
voting rights march from Selma to Montgomery. A well-written, well-reported page-turner about our collective 
struggle for equality and justice . . . hopefully the last chapter in the American Revolution." (Morris Dees, Founder of 
the Southern Poverty Law Center)"Jimmie Lee and James does an excellent job of chronicling a truly American 
movement. As the book so clearly explains, this was a struggle led by African Americans, but white Americans played 
a major role. Jews and other denominations added institutional support from every part of America. We suffered and 
sometimes died together." (Civil rights activist, Rev. C. T. Vivian)About the AuthorSteve Fiffer is a New York Times 
bestselling author who has written more than a dozen books, including his memoir Three Quarters, Two Dimes, and a 
Nickel, as well as collaborations with civil rights lawyer Morris Dees and former Secretary of State James Baker. The 
winner of a Guggenheim Fellowship, his work has appeared in numerous publications, including the New York Times, 
Chicago Tribune, and Slate. He is a graduate of Yale and the University of Chicago Law School. He lives in Evanston, 
Illinois. Adar Cohen is an educator, organizer, and researcher in the areas of conflict resolution, youth empowerment, 
and nonviolent social change. As the founding director of programs for Civic Leadership Foundation, he supports 
young people across the country in preparing to be successful in school, work, and civic life. A graduate of Wheaton 
College in Massachusetts and of the doctoral program in International Peace Studies at the University of Dublin 
(Trinity College), Cohen teaches in the Peace, Justice, and Conflict Studies department at DePaul University in 
Chicago. 


