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David Chandler : Jena 1806: Napoleon destroys Prussia (Campaign)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Jena 1806: Napoleon destroys Prussia (Campaign): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Chandler is the best author on the subject of NapoleonBy 
SecretagentmanEducational and informative. Dr. Chandler is the best author on the subject of Napoleon.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. All of these Campaign Series books are excellent. Good overview of the battleBy 
Scott LAll of these Campaign Series books are excellent. Good overview of the battle, the combatants, and the period 
of history.Just got a second one of these to study...2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Accessible 
analysis of the campaignBy Steven PetersonThis is another in the Osprey "Campaign" series. As with others in the 
series, the book is brief and filled with illustrations, maps, the order of battle (the structure of the two armies with 
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commanders' names associated with units described, e.g., corps and divisions), and so on.This is the tale of Napoleon's 
war against the Prussians, led by their king. Frederick-William III (at least in a titular or nominal sense). Napoleon 
moved quickly with his army to take on the Prussians at Jena and Auerstadt. The dysfunction of the Prussian command 
structure is told well (including the role of Frederick-Williams' strong willed wife).There were actually two battles--
one at Jena, with Napoleon leading the bulk of his forces against one element in the Prussian army. The second was 
fought at Auerstadt, with Davout's corps taking on a large part of the Prusssian army. In both cases, French forces 
triumphed. The book does a nice job illustrating the dynamics of the battle, with a series of maps that show how 
combat emerged and evolved. In the process, one gets a good sense of how the well trained French forces could make 
maneuvers and change formations quickly and efficiently. One substory is the poor performance by Marshal 
Bernadotte. He did not go to the aid of Davout when the latter asked for help. And his full corps got to Jena too late to 
have an impact.The story continues after the decisive defeat of the Prussians at Jena and Auerstadt. Napoleon dogged 
them on their retreat (and Bernadotte performed much better here), essentially wrecking the Prussian army. In the 
process, future events were foreshadowed, including General Blucher's anger toward Napoleon [made good at 
Waterloo] and Bernadotte's rise to become King of Sweden.Overall, a very strong addition to the "Campaign" series.

Osprey's examination of the battles of Jena and Auerstadt of the Napoleonic Wars (1799-1815). Forewarned of 
Prussia's intention to declare war on France, Napoleon decided to strike first with a bold advance from Wurzburg into 
Saxony. On 14 October the double battle was fought: Napoleon with 96,000 men and 120 guns engaged and heavily 
defeated Prince Hohenlohe and General Ruchel. The decisive engagement was fought further north where Marshal 
Davout with 27,000 men and 40 guns routed the main Prussian army under Frederick William IV and the Duke of 
Brunswick. This title examines these two battles, Jena and Auerstadt in detail, showing clearly the swiftness with 
which Napoleon dealt Prussia's military machine a severe blow.

From the PublisherHighly visual guides to history's greatest conflicts, detailing the command strategies, tactics, and 
experiences of the opposing forces throughout each campaign, and concluding with a guide to the battlefields 
today.About the AuthorDavid Chandler is the former head of the Department of War Studies at Sandhurst, Britain's 
Royal Military Academy, and a military historian of international renown. 


