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Jr. William J. Cooper : Jefferson Davis and the Civil War Era before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not
it would be worth my time, and all praised Jefferson Davis and the Civil War Era:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Davis as a politicianBy Gary DorrisMr. Cooper examines Davis as
his political career evolves from the tough local issuesin Mississippi, to a spokesman for the right to own slaves but


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=080713371X

opponent of secession asaU.S. Senator to his constitution crisis as President of the Confederacy. Thisisarealistic
introduction to Davis.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Jefferson Davis, Politician, Confederate
President and Warlord, Myth MakerBy A. A. NofiA summary of the review on StrategyPage.Com:”Nine essays by
William J. Cooper, author of Jefferson Davis, American and Liberty and Slavery : Southern Politics to 1860, that deal
with Davis and the politics of secession and of the Confederacy, Davis and the conduct of the war, and Davis and the
rise of the myth of the "Lost Cause." Cooper makes a number of interesting points, the most of which is that rather
than see Davis as an inept politician and war leader, we should keep in mind that Lincoln's brilliance in these roles
obscures the Mississippian's very real abilities. But he goes on to also make a case that Davis failed to use his
considerable political skills during the war because he took his role as president as being above palitics, as a symbol of
"The Cause," a charge that certainly could not be made against Lincoln. Cooper also argues that Davis had a good
grasp of the overall strategic situation, for example, believing strongly in the importance of the Western Theatre, but
was hampered in efforts to develop a more effective strategy by domestic and military politics. There's more, of
course, and Jefferson Davis and the Civil War Erais an interesting work for those curious about national leadership in
time of war, and, of course, avauable one for any student of the Civil War.'For the full review, see
StrategyPage.Com3 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Solid but Repetitive Collection of EssaysBy
Kevin M. DerbyDoes the world really need athird William Cooper book on Jefferson Davis? Cooper addresses this
head on in hisintroduction and shoots down any doubts but, as | read this collection of essays, | felt as| have read
some of this before. Cooper is able to focus more specifically on anumber of key points of Davis' tenure as presidency
of the Confederacy and offers an overview of Davis' visit to Montgomery, AL in the late 1880s. If the essays are a bit
repetitive, it must be conceded that Cooper knows his subject well and is able to present thisimportant man and his
cause in adispassionate light. This book reinforces how herculean Davis task was and that no man, not even one as
able as Davis could be despite his flaws, was up to.

In his masterpiece, Jefferson Davis, American, William J. Cooper, Jr., crafted a sweeping, definitive biography and
established himself as the foremost scholar on the intriguing Confederate president. Cooper narrows his focus
considerably in Jefferson Davis and the Civil War Era, training his expert eye specifically on Davis's participation in
and influence on events central to the American Civil War. Nine self-contained essays address how Davis reacted to
and dealt with avariety of issues that were key to the coming of the war, the war itself, or in memorializing the war,
sharply illuminating Davis's role during those turbulent years.Cooper opens with an analysis of Davis as an antebellum
politician, challenging the standard view of Davis as either a dogmatic priest of principle or an inept bureaucrat. Next,
he looks closely at Davis's complex association with secession, which included, surprisingly, a profound devotion to
the Union. Six studies explore Davis and the Confederate experience, with topics including states' rights, the politics of
command and strategic decisions, Davisin the role of war leader, the war in the West, and the meaning of the war. The
final essay compares and contrasts Daviss first inauguration in Montgomery, Alabama, in 1861 with alittle-known
dedication of amonument to Confederate soldiers in the same city twenty-five yearslater. In 1886, Davis-- an old
man of seventy-eight and in poor health -- had himself become a living monument, Cooper explains, and was an
essential element in the formation of the Lost Cause ideology.Cooper's succinct interpretations provide
straightforward, compact, and deceptively deep new approaches to understanding Davis during the most critical time
in hislife. Certain to stimulate further thought and spark debate, Jefferson Davis and the Civil War Era offersrare
insight into one of American history's most complicated and provocative figures.

From BooklistJefferson Davis is synonymous with the Confederacy, which is synonymous with the Civil War. Even
though Davis had a distinguished career before assuming the Confederate presidency (as U.S. senator and secretary of
war under President Pierce) and lived many years after Appomattox, Davis “participation” in the Civil War and how
he addressed the important aspects of being chief executive of a new and besieged nation are the focus here. These
nine essays distill the author’ s thinking as displayed in more comprehensive fashion in his lengthy, full-treatment
biography Jefferson Davis, American (2000). In succinct terms, the author views Davis within the spheres of his
thinking on succession advocation, his handling of the issue of states' rights within the Confederacy, his conduct as a
war strategist, and how he led the war in the western portion of the CSA. The draw of his slender but potent volumeis
its fairness and balance in treating the often-discredited Confederate leader. For all active Civil War collections. --Brad
Hooper "All of the essays are the product of solid research and offer the sort of compelling insights that make this a
book students of Confederate political and military history will enjoy and find valuable." --Blue Gray MagazineFrom
the Back Cover"The book would be terrific for a graduate seminar, for the topics covered promote discussion and
debate." -- Journal of American History"All of the essays are the product of solid research and offer the sort of
compelling insights that make this a book students of Confederate political and military history will enjoy and find
valuable." -- Blue Gray Magazine"[ This] volume challenges and rewards the reader as much as many heavier

tomes." -- Civil War Book In his masterpiece, Jefferson Davis, American, William J. Cooper, Jr., crafted a sweeping
biography and established himself as the foremost scholar on the intriguing Confederate president. Cooper narrows his



focus considerably in Jefferson Davis and the Civil War Era, training his expert eye specifically on Davis's
participation in and influence on the American Civil War. Nine self-contained essays address the way in which Davis
reacted to and dealt with avariety of issues that were key to the war, illuminating his role during those turbulent years.
This volume offers rare insight into one of American history's most complicated and provocative figures.William J.
Cooper, Jr., isthe author or coauthor of six books. The recipient of fellowships from the Guggenheim Foundation and
the National Endowment for the Humanities, he has won the Los Angeles Times Book Prize for Biography and the
Jefferson Davis Award, among other honors.



