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Stephen Turnbull : Japanese Castles AD 250-1540 (Fortress)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Japanese Castles AD 250-1540 (Fortress): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. architecture?By SPI was hoping to learn about the architecture of 
Castles. Korean built castles were made of stone and all others were made of wood - got it.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. japanese castlesBy CulverThis book is very good in that its auther has been there and taken 
some of the photos there. He tells all that he had found and tells the location of the monuments. Outstanding .0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Super fast shippingBy Dallin Scott VanceIt came way fast so that was 
great just wished they had shown me more of the book inside so I could get a picture of what I was getting.

Renowned expert Stephen Turnbull examines the castles built in Japan, from the first primitive fortifications in the 
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Yayoi Period (300 BC-AD 250) through to the first proper castles which began to be developed with the rise to power 
of the Yamato Court, the first emperors of Japan in around AD 250. Examining the close ties that early Japanese 
dynasties had to both China and Korea, Turnbull assesses how Japanese defensive architecture betrays these 
influences.Also examined is the effect that the terrain in Japan had on fortifications - from the early reliance on 
earthworks and palisades and the development of wooden and earth castles, often sited on the top of the mountains, 
into more elaborate stone constructions in the 15th century. Finally, the emergence of the stone towers that are so 
characteristic of samurai is investigated, as is the gradual adaptation of Japanese castles to accommodate the 
introduction of firearms. With previously unpublished photographs from the author's private collection and full-color 
artwork, including detailed cutaways, this is an essential guide to the fascinating development of Japanese castles.

“The book covers the complete design and implementation of castle styles and shows how the various works were 
modified or improved to meet the needs of the areas in which they were placed. In all, a superb addition to the Fortress 
series and a book that I believe you will find interesting.” ?Scott Van Aken, modelingmadness.com (May 2008)“After 
describing the history and location of these fortifications, the author presents details of their design and 
construction...An interesting work...” ?J.E. Kaufmann, SiteO (April 2008)About the AuthorStephen Turnbull is 
recognised as one of the world's foremost military historians of the medieval and early modern periods. He first rose to 
prominence as a result of his 1977 book, The Samurai: A Military History. Since then he has achieved an equal fame 
in writing about European military subjects and has had 30 books published. He has always tried to concentrate on the 
less familiar areas of military history, in particular such topics as Korea, Eastern Europe, the Baltic states and the 
Teutonic Knights. The author lives in Leeds, UK. 


