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Professor Paul Spickard : Japanese Americans: The Formation and Transformations of an Ethnic Group
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Japanese Americans:
The Formation and Transformations of an Ethnic Group:

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Insightful and EnglighteningBy A CustomerSpickard explores the
history of Japanese Americans, beginning with the first group who migrated to the United States between the period of


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0813544335

the Civil War and World War 1 (1890-1910). By providing a brief history of Japan and the reasons for migration, the
author tells the story of Japanese immigrants - their hardship in the new country, their struggle against racism,
internment during World War 11 and rebuilding their lives after the war, the new wave of immigrants and their
struggle to preserve Japanese ethnic identity.

Since 1855, nearly a half amillion Japanese immigrants have settled in the United States, the majority arriving
between 1890 and 1924 during the great wave of immigration to Hawai'i and the mainland. Today, more than one
million Americans claim Japanese ancestry. They came to study and to work, and found jobs as farm laborers, cannery
workers, and railroad workers. Many settled permanently, formed communities, and sent for family membersin Japan.
While they worked hard, established credit associations and other networks, and repeatedly distinguished themselves
as entrepreneurs, they also encountered harsh discrimination. Nowhere was this more evident than on the West coast
during World War 11, when virtually the entire population of Japanese Americans was forced into internment camps
solely on the basis of their ethnicity.In this concise history, Paul Spickard traces the struggles and achievements of
Japanese Americans in claiming their place in American society. He outlines three forces shaping ethnic groupsin
general: shared interests, shared institutions, and shared culture, and chronicles the Japanese American experience
within this framework, showing how these factors created and nurtured solidarity.

" The book iswell researched and clearly written, and it provides the reader with perhaps the best single volume on the
overall historical experience of Japanese Americans."



