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Cynthia Mestad Johnson : JAMES DEWOLF AND THE RHODE ISLAND SLAVE TRADE  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised JAMES DEWOLF AND THE RHODE 
ISLAND SLAVE TRADE: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Very interesting book, bringing history aliveBy AllegraIn an 
excellently-researched book amplified by maps and pictures, this book is well worth reading. It's easy to read and the 
author moves the story along at a comfortable pace. The book shines a light on the economics of slavery and the drive 
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for money and power that perpetuated that horrible dehumanizing practice, where people were just "cargo", through 
the life of James DeWolf and those who intersected with his life. While it serves to debunk some of the local lore 
about DeWolf and local slaving practices, the book would be compelling reading to anyone (like me) wanting a better 
understanding of the historical dynamics of that time period. I highly recommend reading the book.1 of 1 people found 
the following review helpful. Clear eyed, thorough and succinct. This book is ...By Susan Fales-hillClear eyed, 
thorough and succinct. This book is a "must read" for anyone seeking to understand the history of the "Deep North" 
and its role in the slave trade. Ms Mestad Johnson eloquently and humanely limns the economy of Rhode Island in the 
18th and 19th Century and her revelations are nothing short of jaw dropping. Thank you, Ms. Mestad Johnson for 
shedding light on the truth.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The slave trade in Rhode Island was not 
covered previously ...By Anthony J. AgostinelliThe slave trade in Rhode Island was not covered previously in such 
detail and such historical accuracy, as Cynthia Mestad Johnson's work. I read much in this accurate historical work 
that I had never before known. For every Rhode Islander and historian, this is a 'must have' and 'read' for all of us.

Over thirty thousand slaves were brought to the shores of colonial America on ships owned and captained by James 
DeWolf. When the United States took action to abolish slavery, this Bristol native manipulated the legal system and 
became actively involved in Rhode Island politics in order to pursue his trading ventures. He served as a member of 
the House of Representatives in the state of Rhode Island and as a United States senator, all while continuing the slave 
trade years after passage of the Federal Slave Trade Act of 1808. DeWolf's political power and central role in 
sustaining the state's economy allowed him to evade prosecution from local and federal authorities--even on counts of 
murder. Through archival records, author Cynthia Mestad Johnson uncovers the secrets of James DeWolf and tells an 
unsettling story of corruption and exploitation in the Ocean State from slave ships to politics.

About the AuthorCynthia Mestad Johnson earned an MA in history from California State University, San Marcos, and 
teaches U.S. history for the Oceanside Unified School District. She has been a guest speaker at the Bristol Historical 
and Preservation Society in Rhode Island for her historic research. 


