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Chris Goss : Jagdgeschwader 53 ‘Pik-As’ Bf 109 Aces of 1940 (Aircraft of the Aces)  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Jagdgeschwader 53 ‘Pik-As’ Bf 109 Aces of 1940 
(Aircraft of the Aces): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Ace of Spades...By HMS WarspiteIn retrospect, 1940 was a good 
year for the Luftwaffe, with the Blitz against Belgium, the Netherlands, and France, and the Battle of Britain. At the 
center of the action was Jagdgeschwader 53, a Bf 109 fighter unit known as the "Pik-As" or ace of spades unit. It 
happened to begin the war with a core cadre of German pilots already seasoned by duty in the Spanish Civil War. It 
would end 1940 credited with 258 victories for the loss of 51 pilots killed or captures. This is their story.This book is 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1472818717


an Osprey Aircraft of the Aces Series entry, authored by Chris Goss with illustrations by Chris Davey. The book 
provides a virtually day by day war diary for 1940 for the unit, with emphasis on the many men who achieved at least 
five aerial victories and became aces. In the process, the book provides great insight into the Second World War in the 
air, at least as experienced by this unit. The narrative represents a remarkable amount of research, detailing who shot 
down whom and under what circumstances. The text is nicely supported by period photographs and some excellent 
modern color plates of aircraft markings. A real treat for aviation enthusiasts and highly recommended.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Chuck Dinges MsgtMany color profiles of historical significance. 
Study JG-53 history for the answer!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Gail 
McNeilExcellent-quick shipping. Thank you! AAA++++++

Boasting pilots who had been blooded in the Spanish Civil War, Jagdgeschwader 53 (JG 53) “Pik As” or “Ace of 
Spades” achieved great success in the skies over France and Britain in 1940. It was infamous among its opponents for 
the quality and caliber of its aces--men such as Werner Mölders, Hans-Karl Mayer, and Rolf Pingel. These aces won 
numerous Knight's Crosses for their exploits in 1940, credited with 258 victories, with 51 pilots being killed or 
captured. This study follows these pilots of JG 53 into battle, telling the stories of their victories, losses, and ultimate 
fate.Containing thirty-six profile illustrations depicting the drastic change in appearance of their aircraft over time, and 
complemented by thorough research, this book is a welcome addition to Osprey's popular Aircraft of the Aces series.
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