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William Robinson : Jack Nastyface: Memoirs of an English Seaman (Bluejacket Books)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Jack Nastyface: Memoirs of an English 
Seaman (Bluejacket Books): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Too short, too stuffyBy Earnest SludgeThis was very tantalizing and 
really whet my appetite for more. Pity it was so short. And pity it was written in such a stuffy, defensive style.This has 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1557500118


a lot of entertaining cartoons/illustrations by a famous illustrator working in that era, Cruikshank.I'll be looking out for 
more real-life 17th and 18th century age-of-sail, non-pirate (I've kind of exhausted the pirate ones already) narratives 
now.This is so short that, without the illustrations, this is more of a pamphlet than a book. Could be read in one sitting, 
for sure.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. ... This book was written in 1835 by my husbands great x 3 
grandfatherBy CustomerYea thanksThis book was written in 1835 by my husbands great x 3 grandfather!Cheers0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Jack NastyfaceBy Polly Smithbought this book for my husband he enjoyed 
it so much he is reading it a second time. If asked I would say this book is very good

William Robinson used a pseudonym in 1836 to publish his now-famous memoir, knowing his all-too-realistic 
description of life on the lower decks would create a scandal. But he hoped it also would provoke changes in the 
practices of impressment and unfair punishment of sailors. Writing from the point of view of the ordinary Jack Tar in 
Nelson's Navy, he described the press gangs, floggings, keel-haulings, poor food, long watches, and bloody battles that 
were routine, as well as the relief found in drinking grog. Such vivid accounts of forecastle adventures were rare in the 
literature of the day--and remain rare today. Robinson himself fought at Trafalgar in 1805 and took part in many other 
events in the long war against Napoleon. His revelations about the brutal conditions of everyday shipboard life in the 
classical Age of Sail--an era that nevertheless managed to produce some of England's finest seamen and most famous 
victories--provide a valuable record of the seaman's experience. This edition is illustrated with the work of caricaturist 
George Cruikshank, a contemporary of Robinson's well known for his sketches of nautical life, and an introduction by 
the noted Nelson scholar Oliver Warner. Originally published under the title Nautical Economy by Jack Nastyface, a 
hardcover edition of the memoir with the current title was published by the Naval Institute Press in 1973.

"Entertaining and highly readable..." -- Maritime Life and Traditions, Spring 2003About the AuthorLittle is known 
about William Robinson beyond the details of his naval career set out in this book, but these have been verified from 
surviving records. 


