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Brian Lavery : Jack Aubrey Commands: An Historical Companion to the World of Patrick O'Brian  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Jack Aubrey Commands: An 
Historical Companion to the World of Patrick O'Brian: 

9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Nelson's Navy for DummiesBy Mark MckennaThis book covers a 
large area rather thinly. It is saved from "coffee table" status by some penetrating insights into such things at 
shipbuiding methods, or the composition of the Admiralty administration. It left me with the need to follow up many 
subjects, and I count that a plus for this type of book. I was a little disappointed that there was so little nexus between 
the sections of the book, and O'Brian's stories. One of the joys of O'Brian's work is that it seems closely related to fact, 
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and I'd hoped for the little tingle of pleasure when the fact and the fiction are joined together.on a very minor point, it 
seems to me that the cover illustration shows a ship whose sails are not properly set...some are on starboard, and some 
on port tack. If I'm wrong, someone please show me my blunder.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. For 
Every Aubrey FanBy Kindle CustomerThe 2 people I bought this for just love it. They have all of the Jack Aubrey 
books and both music CD's (based on the books), plus other relevant books. They were both happy to add this book to 
round out their understanding of the series..2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Royal Navy - Jack 
AubreyBy jbchenelleThe book is quite well researched and comprehensive. It covers the subject of the Jack Aubrey 
Royal Navy very thoroughly and is very readable. Could use some more detailed and informative drawings in the 
sections describing the details of ship design and rigging, however.

Foreword bt Peter Weir. The twenty books in the Patrick O'Brian canon featuring the lives and adventures of Captain 
Jack Aubrey and his confidant, naval surgeon Stephen Maturin, have been lauded across the world for their blend of 
classic storytelling, historical accuracy, and inspired characterizations. In this book, respected naval historian Brian 
Lavery explores the historical framework of the O'Brian novels by examining the facts behind the grand narrative and 
putting the key episodes in context while detailing naval life in the era of Nelson and Napoleon. With well over a 
hundred illustrations, the book presents contemporary plans, drawings, engravings, maps, and photographs of museum 
artifacts that have inspired age-of-sail novelists and moviemakers. Introducing the book is a foreword by Peter Weir, 
director of the film based on O'Brian's Master and Commander and The Far Side of the World. Avid age-of-sail fans 
will not want to miss this colorfully detailed complement to the O'Brian series, now available in paperback. 120 
illustrations.

"...close to a 'perfect' gift for the O'Brien/Aubrey fan." -- Greenwich Times, December 4, 2003"Every page is a 
broadside, with illustrations in full color, contemporary plans, drawings, engravings, maps and charts." -- Sailing, 
March 2004About the AuthorBrian Lavery, the curator of ship technology at the National Maritime Museum in 
Greenwich, England, is the author of several books, including Nelson’s Navy (see below), Nelson and the Nile, and 
The Arming and Fitting of English Ships of War, 1600–1815. 


