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Yasuho | zawa, Tony Holmes : J2M Raiden and N1K 1/2 Shiden/Shiden-Kai Aces (Aircraft of the Aces) before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 2M Raiden and N1K1/2
Shiden/Shiden-Kai Aces (Aircraft of the Aces):

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. A CRUCIAL CHAPTER IN THE HISTORY OF WWII
JAPANESE AVIATIONBY P. A. Panozzol agree with Mr. Tillman'sreview! | can't add much more other than to
emphasize that the Aircraft of the Aces series by Osprey Publishing has been a very popular historical aviation format
that has successfully elucidated the accomplishments of aviators and their aircraft. Thisvolumeis of greater
importance than most because the Raiden and Shiden/ Shiden Kai aircraft and their pilots experiences have been


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1472812611

scarcely treated by historians until the advent of this volume! As expected, the research, the first hand accounts, and
the artwork are excellent! | highly recommend this title to any aviation enthusiast.4 of 4 people found the following
review helpful. The Track Record of Two Potent Late-War Japanese Fighters!By Mike O'ConnorY asuho |zawa and
Tony Holmes J2M RAIDEN AND N1K1/2 SHIDEN/SHIDEN-KAI ACES presents a fascinating and information
profile of two of Japan's most potent, late-war fighters. Luckily for the Allies, the potential promised by both the
Raiden and Shiden fighters was seldom realized but both planes were amongst the deadliest warbirdsin the skies over
Japan in 1945. A 2016 Osprey release, the book is#129 in their AIRCRAFT OF THE ACES series.Within the usual
96 pages, the authors do an excellent job of detailing the life and combat times of the Raiden and Shiden. They detail
the development and operational history of both fighters, chronicling their combat exploits and the problems that
dogged each aircraft, therein reducing their effectiveness. Both birds saw combat over various locales but saw their
greatest moments in defense of the Japanese Homeland. The book isillustrated with vintage bw photographs and six
pages of marvelous color side-profiles by Jim Laurie.Osprey's air books have always been good value for the dollar. |
have been especially impressed by their AIRCRAFT OF THE ACES and DUEL books that focus on Japan's air war
since they have provided authoritative, interesting and easy-on-the-pocketbook accounts of Japanese aircraft and
aircrew previously unavailable in the West. 2M RAIDEN AND N1K1/2 SHIDEN/SHIDEN-KAI ACES continues
that tradition. Highly recommended.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Detailed story of the design,
manufacturing efforts, and combat deployment of these two airplanes.By Bayard B.Highly detailed story of the
development and deployment of these two fighters. The book focuses primarily on the combat deployment, mostly in
the Philippines and in Japan proper. It appears that just about every combat encounter between these airplane units and
US Navy and USAAF unitsis described. Individual Japanese pilots, especially the Aces and amost Aces, are
frequently discussed. The engagements with B - 29s bombing Japanese targets are described extensively. There is also
very good, although not as highly detailed, discussion of the design and production efforts of the two planes. There are
also some discussions of the defects that prevented the two planes from being truly effective. Unfortunately, this
discussion is somewhat superficial. For example, the authors discuss the engine vibration problems but do not really
discuss why the problems occurred and why little was achieved in solving the problems. | have read in other books
that the severe reduction in imports of vanadium and manganese (for example) significantly affected the
manufacturing quality of Japanese aero engines. The book does discuss the consequences of running high - powered
engines on fuel diluted with pine oil. The book at least touches upon other manufacturing issues, such as the shortage
of engineering design and manufacturing personnel and the consequences of trying to construct technologically
advanced airframes and engines with awork force that was declining in experience and quality: the Japanese Navy and
Army consistently took the short term approach of drafting skilled workers and the getting them killed, and
substituting the skilled workers with unskilled teenagers.

Although seen as a replacement for the A6M Zero-sen carrier-based fighter, the Mitsubishi J2M Raiden was actually
designed as aland-based naval interceptor optimized for speed rather than maneuverability. Engine cooling problems
for its Mitsubishi Kasai 23 engine and airflow and flight control issues plagued the Raiden's development, but despite
these production delays, aces Sadaaki Akamatsu Y oshihiro Aoki, Susumu Ito and Susumu Ishiharaall claimed
significant scoresin the Raiden. Kawanishi's N1K family of fighters were privately developed by the manufacturer
from the N1K Kyofu floatplane fighter. Again plagued by structural and engine maladies, the N1K 1-J Shiden
eventually entered front line service in time to see considerable action in the doomed defense of the Philippinesin
October 1944. Despite suffering heavy losses, the units equipped with new fighter proved that the N1K could more
than hold its own against P-38s and F6Fs. The improved N1K2-J Shiden-KAl started to reach the front line by late
1944--in time to defend the Home Islands. Here, it proved to be the best 1IN fighter of the war.

About the AuthorY asuho Izawa is an ophthal mic optician whose past works include co-authoring Japanese Army Air
Force Fighter Units and their Aces 1931-45, Japanese Naval Air Force Fighter Units and their Aces 1932-45, and
Bloody Shambles--Volumes 1 and 2. Helivesin Tokyo.Jim Laurier, aNew England native and lifelong artist, has
produced some of the finest artwork seen in Osprey's books on aviation.



