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wayne scarpaci : Italian Battleships 1928-1957 an Illustrated Technical Reference  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Italian Battleships 1928-1957 an Illustrated Technical 
Reference: 

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Over-hyped and under-editedBy Raphael A. RiccioBased on the 
description of this book, apparently crafted by the author himself, I had expected something much better. The book's 
marketing far surpasses its actual content, although it does have some redeeming value. Scarpaci should be 
congratulated for attempting to cover a subject that is sorely in need of attention in the English language. He seems to 
have made a reasonable effort to put the Italian battleships in a much broader context, and he has, as at least one other 
reviewer has commented, a very impressive number of photographs to complement the text. That's about as much as I 
can say on the credit side. Unfortuantely, at least in my opinion, the debit side far outweighs anything positive. 
Because of the paper stock used (non-coated) and the size of the photographs, photo quality is poor at best. It should 
also be noted that many, if not most, of the pictures have been copied (or pirated might be a better word) with no 
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proper credit given to the source; I am highly skeptical that most are official USN or National Archives photos, as the 
author states; without actually counting and comparing them to Italian sources I am familiar with, it appears to me that 
most are actually Italian photographs. It is a tossup as to whether Scarpaci's grammar is worse than the photographs; it 
certainly is horrible, and probably weighs in at about the fifth grade level. Someone should have at least attempted to 
edit it. Added to that are numerous misspellings of Italian names or words, such as Columbo instead of Colombo, and 
confusion of Italian singular and plural words. These aesthetic and administrative shortcomings are compounded by 
any number of flat-out substantive or factual mistakes, such as stating in the caption on page 12 that the three main 
gun turrets on Italia were demiliatarized by cutting the two outer barrels on each turret, whereas in fact all three guns 
on each turret were cut; the picture shows only the outer guns cut, which was standard procedure prior to cutting the 
third (middle)gun. This book inadequately and only temporarily fills a void in English language publications 
concerning the Italian Navy in WW II; thankfully, there are at least two excellent books currently on the ways in 
English, so to speak, that I am aware of that deal with the WW II Italian Navy, and that hopefully will be out within 
the next 18 months. All in all, this is a most disappointing work that, if reprinted, should be looked at very seriously at 
least from an editing standpoint.23 of 24 people found the following review helpful. Bad grammar, inaccurate 
technical dataBy Robert Holmes WeymouthThe book needs re-editing badly and the statistics for the 38.1cm mounts 
of the Littorio class are innacurate. He uses the weight of shell of the 38cm/40 of the Caracciolo and Livorno class and 
the range of the Duilio class for the Littorio. The selection of pictures is outstanding and the artwork, while excellent 
often blurs features on the ships. On the outside back cover, completely inaacurate data for the Livorno class 
(contrasted with the data inside the book) is given. Why the author did not proofread his work prior to publishing one 
wonders/0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy jcperotvery useful reference book

This volume is a complete, technical reference which covers all Italian Battleship types, of the Prewar, World War II, 
and Early Cold War eras of 1928-1957. The book is illustrated with 19 full color original paintings, 38 new line 
drawings, and 137 photographs. Featured are a Chronology of WWII, illustrated sections on Radar and Fire Control, 
Aviation, and Camouflage. This book includes sections on Alighieri thru Littorio class ships. It has fully illustrated 
sections on the Caracciolo class ships of 1914 ( Including the proposed aircraft carrier conversion), and the Livorno 
class batllecruisers of 1928. class. The information contained within this volume has hereto, only been available across 
a wide spectrum of reference sources. It is now available for the first time, under one set of bookcovers.

About the AuthorBorn in Glendale Ca into a career Navy Family..I grew up on and around ships and naval stations...I 
went aboard a USN ship ( the Fleet Tug USS Sarsi ATF111) with my father for the first time at age 1 years in Jun 
1951.....I went to sea a year later for the first time as a dependent with my family aboard the USNS Barrett T-AP 156 
to Guam returning, to the US aboard the USNS Aultman T-AP152 in 1954...After a stint in Va were my father was 
stationed at the Pentagon (and assigned to the USS Kentucky BBG1 project) we were transfer in 1959 ti the San Diego 
area....While in High School I was member of the USS Parche Division of the US Naval Sea Cadets and a member of 
the California Cadet Corps ROTC program.....in 1966 I enlisted in the Army's Nike Missile Program and was stationed 
in Germany for 3 years...after discharge I worked as a computer technician on USN projects in the San Diego 
Area...working on many projects and aboard many ships...in the early 1970's I worked at the Ballistic Missile Early 
Warning Site I Complex in Thule Greenland for 2 years....in the mid 1970's I assigned aboard the USS Kitty Hawk 
CVA63 for an extended cruise deployment...........In 2005 my India born wife Swarn and the family cat Cozy relocated 
to the Eastern Sierra Nevada Mountains and open a full time art business..I began writing in 2007 and completed my 
first offering in Apr 2008 


