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Rudy Revak : Iron String  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Iron String: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Great read!By P. NewtonWhat a tremendous story!! The lessons of 
perseverance, humility, love and faith are told in a historically accurate backdrop of war. After reading this, one 
realizes we really have nothing to "complain" about!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. It is a love story 
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that will move you to tears and give ...By CustomerIron String gives us a rare and unique glimpse into the strength and 
courage of an Eastern European village family, swept up in the cataclysmic events of World War II. Devastated by 
Germany on one side and Russia on the other. It is a story of resilience and perseverance against all odds. It is a love 
story that will move you to tears and give you faith and hope in the future.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Great read and an eye openerBy John W.Great read. I was born in 1937 I remember the war, the newsreels at 
the Saturday matinees showing the distruction of the cities in Europe and Germany. Pictures of the refugees and the 
prisoners in the death camps. But this book gave me a different window of time to look through. I remember food 
rationing, my grandmother taking about shortages, in reality we had nothing to complain about. My belly was full I 
was warm and I was safe. Separated from the horror by two oceans Americans have much to be thankful for theCould 
not put the book down

"Trust thyself: every heart vibrates to that iron string."Ralph Waldo EmersonIn 1920, Stefan Revak's father left 
Scheindorf, Romania to work in the United States. Stefan, then five-years-old, stayed with his mother, Gertrude, to 
manage the farm and properties, while they waited for his father to save enough money for them to come to America. 
Thirty years would pass before their dream became reality. "Iron String" is the intrepid story of Stefan Revak, his 
loneliness and hard work as a child raised by an alcoholic mother to his will to survive as a conscripted World War II 
German army soldier and prisoner of war. His desperate love for his wife, Maria, kept him alive through every trial, as 
he crisscrossed Europe in a war he did not choose.

"Alternating between scenes and events that are in turn intimate, poignant, powerful, and chilling, Iron String is a fast-
paced, gripping tale that pits two forces--that of evil and that of love--against each other. The work highlights the 
dignity and resilience of the human spirit, movingly portrayed through the story of Revak family's suffering and 
eventual triumph ... Iron String, though filled with grisly images of war, wounding, and starvation; of beautiful cities 
turned to rubble and ruin; and of dreams trampled into the barren soil, is also an inspiring story of the power of love to 
sustain life and hope."Kristine Morris, Foreword Clarion Five Star s 


