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6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. worth the readBy A CustomerThisis avery well-put-togther,
informative book about the ironside USS Monitor and its Confederate counterpart, the CSS Virginia. The title of the
book was obviously off-putting to one reader, since it referred to the Merrimac (the name of the Virginia before it was
re-fitted and re-christened by the Confederacy), but don't let that stop you!. This book delvesinto afascinating part of
American military history. The battle between the Monitor and the Merrimac changed the course of naval history, and
had repercussions all over the world. This book is agreat introduction into that period in history.For those who are still
concerned about the use of Merrimac as opposed to Virginia: 1) the US gov't never formally recognized the
Confederacy as a sovereign state, therefore the Confederacy would have had no authority to re-christen the ship (ergo,
the original designation of Merrimac is, in fact, correct); 2) even during the Civil War, in both the North and the
South, the name Merrimac was still widely used to describe the ship -- and remains the more widely recognized and
acceptable of the two.2 of 37 people found the following review helpful. The Monitor never fought the MerrimacBy
Steven G. Inmanl would not buy this book because the Monitor fought a Confederate Ironclad called the C.S.S.
Virginia. The Virginiawas built upon the salvaged hull of aunion ship called the Merrimack (with a"k"). There was
another ship built by the union, called the Merrimac (without a"k™) but it was a paddle wheel boat and it never fought
the Monitor.

March 1862. The Union ironclad warship, Monitor, with its two eleven-inch Dahlgren smoothbores in a unique
revolving turret assembly, leaves New Y ork City under tow to serve blockade duty off the coast of North Carolina.
Meanwhile, the Confederate ironclad Virginia (formerly the wooden frigate Merrimac) is raising havoc with Union
blockaders in Hampton Roads. The inevitable showdown takes place on March 9. For more than four hours the two
ironclads battle furiously at close range. The Merrimac finally withdraws and returns to Norfolk to protect the river
approaches to Richmond, leaving the Monitor in control of the Roads and in position to protect the Union blockaders.
In May, the Merrimac is destroyed by its own crew to prevent capture; in December, the Monitor sinks in a storm off
Cape Hatteras while under tow from Hampton Roads to North Carolinawaters. An exciting account of two ships that
would change naval warfare forever.

"[this book] . . . helps the student experience the event, like a good history book should." -- Eclectic Homeschaool
Online"an excellent series [that] should be in every Texas school!" -- Empire BooksAbout the AuthorGENE A.
SMITH holds a Ph.D. from Auburn University and is a Professor of History at Texas Christian University. Heis
author, with Frank L. Owsley, Jr., of "For the Purpose of Defense": The Politics of the Jeffersonian Gunboat Program.



