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In this important work of deep learning and insight, David Brundage gives us the first full-scale history of Irish 
nationalists in the United States. Beginning with the brief exile of Theobald Wolfe Tone, founder of Irish republican 
nationalism, in Philadelphia on the eve of the bloody 1798 Irish rebellion, and concluding with the role of Bill 
Clinton's White House in the historic 1998 Good Friday Agreement in Northern Ireland, Brundage tells a story of 
more than two hundred years of Irish American (and American) activism in the cause of Ireland. The book, though, is 
far more than a narrative history of the movement. Brundage effectively weaves into his account a number of the 
analytical themes and perspectives that have transformed the study of nationalism over the last two decades. The most 
important of these perspectives is the "imagined" or "invented" character of nationalism. A second theme is the 
relationship of nationalism to the waves of global migration from the early nineteenth century to the present and, more 
precisely, the relationship of nationalist politics to the phenomenon of political exile. Finally, the work is concerned 
with Irish American nationalists' larger social and political vision, which sometimes expanded to embrace causes such 
as the abolition of slavery, women's rights, or freedom for British colonial subjects in India and Africa, and at other 
times narrowed, avoiding or rejecting such "extraneous" concerns and connections. All of these themes are placed 
within a thoroughly transnational framework that is one of the book's most important contributions.Irish nationalism in 
America emerges from these pages as a movement of great resonance and power. This is a work that will transform 
our understanding of the experience of one of America's largest immigrant groups and of the phenomenon of diasporic 
or "long-distance" nationalism more generally.

"...Brundage's book arguably expands our understanding of the Irish diaspora in creative communication with the 
homeland..."--Peter E. Gilmore, s in American History"[A] major contribution to the literature on Irish and Irish-
American nationalism. It is elegantly written, well researched, and provides valuable new insights into some of the key 
aspects of Irish immigrant involvement with nationalist struggles in their ancestral homeland. Both academics and 
general readers interested in this topic, or in wider issues related to the study of diasporic nationalism, will find it 
necessary and profitable to consult Brundage's work here."--Andrew J. Wilson, New Hibernia "This is an ambitious 
book...[O]verall this book is an excellent addition to both transnational history and the place of the Irish in American 
society."--Dr. Gillian O'Brien, Journal of American Studies"Brundage succeeds in providing a readable and persuasive 
analysis that draws on an impressive body of research while addressing the diverse secondary literature on the topic. 
He develops the continuities within Irish nationalism as well as its ability to adapt to changes in both Ireland and the 
US, with full attention to the people and personal conflicts involved. This will be the starting point for future studies of 
Irish nationalism in the US for some time...The book will work well in courses on Irish history as well as on Irish 
America and the Irish diaspora generally...Essential."--CHOICE"Brundage succeeds in providing a readable and 
persuasive analysis that draws on an impressive body of research while addressing the diverse secondary literature on 
the topic This will be the starting point for future studies of Irish nationalism in the US for some time. Brundage ties 
together a long and complex history by close attention to the people and personal conflicts involved. He is also 
thoroughly familiar with the secondary literature. The book will work well in courses on Irish history as well as on 
Irish America and the Irish diaspora generally. The bibliography is a resource in itself."--CHOICE"David Brundage 
delivers a most effective overview. It begins poignantly--like so many things Irish--with a commemoration, in a 
Brooklyn graveyard, twenty years ago, over the widow of the romantic homeland martyr, Wolfe Tone. Like the death 
of Sholem Aleichem in the Bronx, this little event points toward an undeniable globalism."-Paul Buhle, Labor 
Online"David Brundage has erected a milestone in the worlds of Irish and Irish Diaspora studies. Sweeping from the 
United Irish Rebellion of 1798 to the Good Friday Agreement of 1998, this is a masterful study of the two tumultuous 
centuries of Irish American nationalism. It is a deeply researched account-and a sophisticated and judicious yet 
sympathetic analysis-of the long struggle by Irish emigrants and exiles to free their homeland from the shackles of 
British imperialism."-Kerby A. Miller, author of Emigrants and Exiles: Ireland and the Irish Exodus to North 
America"David Brundage reveals not only how vital the Irish in United States were to the course of Irish nationalism, 
but also how their divisions and diversity defy the green monolith of 'Irish America' often stereotyped on this side of 
the Atlantic."-Dr. Christopher Kissane, The Irish Times"David Brundage brilliantly incorporates the traditional 
concerns of social history into a transnational political framework. Seeing nationalism as a dynamic process of social 
conflict, political imagination, and cultural invention, he shows how Irish nationalists in America-a colorful gallery of 
activists, journalists, politicians, intellectuals, and artists-shaped history on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean from the 
American Revolution to the present."-Kevin Kenny, author of Diaspora: A Very Short Introduction "David Brundage's 
Irish Nationalists in America is an extraordinary achievement, distilling the fruits of prodigious research to present a 
judicious analysis of the role of Irish immigrants in influencing often turbulent Anglo-American relations over two 
centuries-from the Irish rebellion of 1798 to the Good Friday Agreement of 1998, a triumph of American diplomacy in 
Northern Ireland brokered against the odds by Senator George Mitchell with the support of President Clinton."-J. J. 
Lee, New York University"For such a broad survey it is quite a slim volume, but it is packed with...thought-provoking 
analysis....Brundage writes in a lucid prose that will appeal greatly to - and is certainly aimed at - the general reader, 
but there is plenty for the academics to sink their teeth into." -Joe Culley, History Ireland"Brundage's ambitious focus 



of two hundred years of complex and nuanced history across two, and at times multiple, transnational arenas, does 
much to bring renewed analysis to the account of the Irish America diaspora and Irish nationalist progress within it."--
Catherine Bateson, Irish Studies About the AuthorDavid Brundage is Professor of History at the University of 
California, Santa Cruz. He is the author of The Making of Western Labor Radicalism: Denver's Organized Workers, 
1878-1905 and co-author of Who Built America?: Working People and the Nation's Economy, Politics, Culture, and 
Society. 


