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Joseph D. Serio: Investigating The Russian Mafia before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised Investigating The Russian Mafia:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great place to start....By D. AlderY es, this book reads somewhat like
atext book as opposed to popular fiction. Any book that iswell researched, informative and provides sources/
references tends to be thisway. | find that it gives the book some degree of credibility, asif someone actualy spend a
lot of time and effort researching thistopic. Thisis agood book to begin understanding Russian organized crime.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1594602255

Serio's professional background gives him much more authority on this topic than any other author | have found. A
very good place to start if you are looking to expand your knowledge. Pay the extra money for real work, and get a
"real" resource.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Bonnie Lowe Welsh, Law Enforcement Advisor,
KyrgyzstanBy Bonnie L. WelshThis book has helped me tremendously in conducting my current mission asalaw
enforcement advisor in the former Soviet Republic of Kyrgystan. | could not put the book down because Joe Serio
explains exactly how the culture devel oped, and how the mentality remains until this day. It was uncanny the way he
captured my experiences in dealing with corruption in Central Asia. I'm a 30 year veteran of policing on the East
Coast, and | would highly recommend this book as alaw enforcement guide, aswell as apolitical science reference
book. | can't wait until the next book is published.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Interesting read
but by no means a"can't put it down" kind of bookBy SamiamsglockRead more like a college text book then your
typical true crime book. Liked the fact that the author used traditional research techniques to explore and critique other
author's work on the subject. Made sure to downplay all the media hype and explained how misused the word "mafia"
isin Eastern European context.

In the 1990s, the so-called Russian mafia dominated newspaper headlines, political analysis, and academic articles
around the world. It was the new scourge, athreat so massive that it was believed to hold the Russian economy
hostage. Former FBI Director Louis Freeh announced that the Russian mafia was a significant threat to the national
security of the United States.Before the end of the decade, Director Freeh reversed himself, saying that in reality the
magnitude of the danger from the Russian mafia had been overestimated. Heading into the new millennium, the
international hue and cry about gangsters from the former Soviet Union subsided dramatically, particularly after the
terrorist attacks of September 11. Al-Qaeda shifted the spotlight from organized crime to terrorism and U.S. homeland
security. Has the Russian mafia been eradicated or has it simply fallen below the radar?Countless books and articles
have reported on the Russian mafiain breathless terms bordering on hysteria. Casting a broad net, Serio brings a
different, more analytical approach to his exploration of the subject. In Investigating the Russian Mafia, Part | begins
by asking a series of basic questions: What did the Soviets understand 'mafia to mean? Was this a Russian
phenomenon or more broadly-based, multi-ethnic groups? How did the mediainfluence the perception of the Russian
mafia? What does a close examination of the official statistics reveal about the nature of crime groupsin the former
Soviet Union?In Part 11, Serio discusses an overview of attitudes and practices of the crimina world, business, and
policing, among others, in Russian history. He demonstrates that many of the forces at work in the 1990s did not
originate in the Communist era or arise because of the collapse of the USSR. Part 111 presents a discussion of the crime
groups that developed in the post-Soviet era, the challenges that faced the business world, and the law enforcement
response.This book is not simply a discussion of the Russian mafia. It is an exercise in critical thinking about one of
the major developments in international crime over the past two decades. Readers will be challenged to examine
information being presented by the media and government authorities, to put the current news stories in a broader
historical and cultural context, and learn to ask questions and arrive at their own conclusions. Investigating the Russian
Mafiaisideal for students, law enforcement, practitioners, and business people operating in the former Soviet Union,
aswell as the general reader.Serio brings a unique perspective to his subject matter. He lived in the former Soviet
Union for seven years, witnessing the country and culture from avariety of angles. In the Soviet era he was a tourist
and student in Moscow. He also served in a unique internship in the Organized Crime Control Department of the
Soviet police prior to the collapse of the USSR. In the 1990s, he worked as a media consultant to The New Y ork
Times, The Washington Post, CNN, BBC, the Chicago Tribune, and others. Serio became a security consultant to the
global corporate investigation and business intelligence firm, Kroll Associates, and later served as director of Kroll s
Moscow office overseeing investigations across the former Soviet Union.

Serio provides aroad map to the Russian criminal mind set. Required reading for ALL law enforcement! --Detective
Douglas Fell, Vancouver B.C. Police Department, Co-Founder Western Association of Eastern European Organized
Crime InvestigatorsAt atime when so many accounts in the West portray a one-sided and narrow view of the country,
this book is a must-read to see a broader picture of the complexity inherent in Russia's transition from authoritarianism
to democracy and from a planned to a market economy. --Joel H. Samuels, Assistant Professor, University of South
Carolina School of LawThis book should be required reading for anyone spending any time in Russia -- certainly
journalists and business people posted there, and students as well. Aside from the well-documented account of the
lawless 1990s, it offers arich history of Russian criminal life, from the times of Ivan the Terrible through to the Vory
v zakone. --Russian Life"In sum, the originality and appeal of this book comes from the fact that it managesto be at
once well documented and argued without being laboriously academic, while at the same time being accessibly written
without engaging in over-simplification or losing its critical edge. It isthus avery accessible introductory text on its
subject and deserves to be read widely and not only by those with a specific interest in ‘'mafias." --Gavin Slade,
University of Oxford (Doctor of Philosophy candidate, also at Centre for Criminology) This book should be required
reading for anyone spending any time in Russia -- certainly journalists and business people posted there, and students



aswell. Aside from the well-documented account of the lawless 1990s, it offers arich history of Russian criminal life,
from the times of Ivan the Terrible through to the Vory v zakone. --Russian LifeAbout the AuthorJoseph D. Seriois
currently adoctoral student in the College of Criminal Justice at Sam Houston State University (SHSU). Heisaso
Editor in Chief of the bimonthly publication, Crime and Justice International; and Project Manager at the Correctional
Management Institute of Texas at SHSU.



