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The traditional image of slavery begins with a master and a slave. However, not all slaves had traditional masters;
some were owned instead by institutions, such as church congregations, schools, colleges, and businesses. This
practice was pervasive in early Virginig; its educational, religious, and philanthropic institutions were literally built on
the backs of daves. Virginiasfirst industrial economy was also devel oped with the skilled labor of African American
slaves. This book focuses on institutional slavery in Virginiaasit was practiced by the Anglican and Presbyterian
churches, free schools, and four universities: the College of William and Mary, Hampden-Sydney College, the
University of Virginia, and Hollins College. It also examines the use of slave labor by businesses and the
Commonwealth of Virginiain industrial endeavors. Thisis not only an account of how institutions used slavery to
further their missions, but also of the slaves who belonged to institutions.

"An important study that breaks new ground - with rich detail and sophisticated analysis - on the institutional
ownership of dlavesin the American South. Oast's depiction of how churches and colleges utilized slavesis especially
revealing, asis her discussion of how slaves fared under non-persona ownership. A significant contribution to
scholarship on slavery." John B. Boles, Rice University, Houston"This is the most comprehensive study yet of
institutional as opposed to plantation slavery in the Old Dominion. It implicates churches and educational
establishments as well as businesses in the most impersonal and often least caring form of savery and shows how
even the poorest of non-slave-holding whites benefited from it." Daniel C. Littlefield, University of South
CarolinaAbout the AuthorJennifer Oast is an Associate Professor of History at Bloomsburg University, Pennsylvania.



