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Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War):

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. A superbly presented and organized model of anthologized,
specialized, analytical historical studies.By Midwest Book ReviewThe academically impressive and deftly
collaborative editorial effort of Lesley J. Gordon (Associate Professor of History, University of Akron) and John C.
Inscoe (Professor of History, University of Georgia), "Inside The Confederate Nation" is a compilation of essaysin
honor of Emory M. Thomas by a series of learned contributors and scholars that focus on the subject of the
conservative revolution of 1861 that transformed an essentially conservative American South into aradically different
socio-political culture by the conclusion of the Civil War in 1865. The contributions are organized into four major
sections: 'Nationalism and Identity’; 'Family and Gender'; 'Race’; 'Memory and Legacies. Enhanced with an
informative introduction by Professors Gordon and Incoe, and the article by Russell Duncan and Jennifer Lund Smith,
'Emory M. Thomas and the Confederate Imagination’, and concluding with a Select Bibliography, alist of Editors and
Contributors, and a comprehensive Index, "Inside The Confederate Nation is a superbly presented and organized
model of anthologized, specialized, analytical historical studies. Also available in a hardcover edition
(9780807130995, $65.00), "Inside The Confederate Nation" is a very strongly recommended addition to academic and
community library Civil War Studies and 19th Century American History Studies reference collections and
supplemental reading lists.

In The Confederacy as a Revolutionary Experience (1970) and The Confederate Nation (1979), Emory Thomas
redefined the field of Civil War history and reconceptualized the Confederacy as a unique entity fighting awar for
survival. Inside the Confederate Nation honors his enormous contributions to the field with fresh interpretations of all
aspects of Confederate life -- nationalism and identity, family and gender, battlefront and home front, race, and
postwar legacies and memories. Many of the volume's twenty essays focus on individuals, households, communities,
and particular regions of the South, highlighting the sheer variety of circumstances southerners faced over the course
of the war. Other chapters explore the public and private dilemmas faced by diplomats, policy makers, journalists, and
soldiers within the new nation. All of the essays attempt to explain the place of southerners within the Confederacy,
how they came to see themselves and others differently because of secession, and the disparities between their
expectations and reality.
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