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2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Reluctant NazisBy Richard GearonThere isalot of important
information about civilian attitudes in Nazi Germany in this book. Unfortunately, it is written in avery stultifying
style. The author sometimes runs half a paragraph on one sentence. It is quite obvious that he has a degree in Political
Science, as he uses "vis-a-vis' numerous times. Well worth the read, though, if you are interested in how the civilian
population responded to various Nazi programs and proclamations.O of 1 people found the following review helpful.
Understanding Nazi GermanyBYy John HollenThisis avery important and challenging book about the birth and
Growth of Nazism; and why it appealed to so many middle class Germans especially. D. Peukert give avery
convincing argument for his view of how the Nazi came victoriuos out of the Chaos of Germany in the end of the
1920s and the beginning of 1930s.Highly Recommended! 0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. some
interesting factsin a dull matrixBy arabellaT his book contains some interesting details about Nazi Germany's ability to
control citizens speech and activities, but it iswritten in turgid scholarly prose.

In this remarkable socia history of the Third Reich, Detlev J. K. Peukert surveys how ordinary citizens evaded or
accepted Nazi policies of repression, terrorism, and racism. Peukert discusses not only the popular consensus that
supported Nazism but also the opposition of the German middle class, working class, and youth.“ A highly original and
informative synthesis of the most exciting new scholarship on Nazi Germany. It gives an intimate insight into people’s
beliefs, aspirations, and fears, and it forces us to reassess how Hitler and Auschwitz were possible.” ?Mary Nolan, New
Y ork Times Book Review" An indispensable text for understanding the social history of Nazi rule.” ?Rudy Kaoshar,
American Historical Review* To the historical reconsideration of National Socialism, Mr. Peukert’s book makes a
signal contribution by demonstrating the way in which a movement that came to power loudly proclaiming its
intention to restore old ways and traditions advanced the cause of modernity amost against its will.” ?Gordon A. Craig,
New Y ork Review of Books'Everyone interested in the socia history of the Third Reich should read Peukert’s

book.” ?Choice

From Publishers WeeklyIn this quirky survey of daily life in the Third Reich, Peukert, who teaches at the University
of Essen, attempts to help readers "understand better a generation which it would be unjust (and unhelpful for learning
lessons for the future) to condemn . . . ." The raw material he presentssuch as circulation statisticsin libraries
following the public book-burnings and ajudge's officia view of "negative human material" and what should be done
about "it"is more useful to historians than to general readers. Although he discusses the origins of the Nazis deadly
enmity toward homosexuals and "the facists' stereotyped fantasies of violence," quoted citations make the deeper
impression: Himmler's decree banishing "young swing fans' to a concentration camp, for example, or diary records of
dreams by German citizens intent on avoiding conscious confrontation with the sinister effects of National Socialist
policies. Illustrations. Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.Language NotesText: English, German
(translation)From the Back CoverThis book by Detlev Peukert is a survey of the complex experiences and attitudes of
ordinary German people between 1933 and 1945. It records how people lived during this period, how they evaded or
accepted the regime's demands, and where they positioned themselves along the spectrum between the front lines, side
lines, and firing lines.



