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1936-1938  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Indiana 
Slave Narratives: Slave Narratives from the Federal Writers' Project 1936-1938: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very disappointed. I had read an original copy tears ago ...By 
DJCThe print is unreadable. I ordered kindle for myself and hardcopy for a Free Little Library. Very disappointed. I 
had read an original copy tears ago and wanted to share the stories with others.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. GiftBy TammyRandom stories but insightful0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. most 
eyeopening books i ever read.By Julia JonesI found these books at and its one of my best finds. they make me feel 
close to the people that i,am reading about. the way thet are worded is a master of work. you completey feel close to 
the souls of whom your reading about. take your time reading though becuse it,s beautifuly writen in there words. Julia 
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Jones N.J.

The view that slavery could best be described by those who had themselves experienced it personally has found 
expression in several thousand commentaries, autobiographies, narratives, and interviews with those who "endured." 
Although most of these accounts appeared before the Civil War, more than one-third are the result of the ambitious 
efforts of the Federal Writers' Project of the Works Progress Administration (WPA) to interview surviving ex-slaves 
during the 1930s. The result of these efforts was the Slave Narrative Collection, a group of autobiographical accounts 
of former slaves that today stands as one of the most enduring and noteworthy achievements of the WPA. Compiled in 
seventeen states during the years 1936-38, the collection consists of more than two thousand interviews with former 
slaves, most of them first-person accounts of slave life and the respondents' own reactions to bondage. The interviews 
afforded aged ex-slaves an unparalleled opportunity to give their personal accounts of life under the "peculiar 
institution," to describe in their own words what it felt like to be a slave in the United States.?Norman R. Yetman, 
American Memory, Library of CongressThis paperback edition of all of the Indiana narratives is reprinted in facsimile 
from the typewritten pages of the interviewers, just as they were originally typed.


