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Bill Yenne : Indian Wars: The Campaign for the American West  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Indian Wars: The Campaign for the American West: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Subject, Verb, Object.By Mark T. Patterson IISubject, Verb, Object. 
This is the style of this writer. This is good for a historical account. No where does one get the sense this author has a 
bias, or has imputed his own feelings into the text.Instead the work marches through the events of the United States 
wars with Indians, including those that involved the British, French and Mexican armies from their respective time 
frames, to the extent they impacted the states and territories of the United States.The regularity of events does become 
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tiresome. But perhaps that is the story, and the facts speak for themselves.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Excellent history of the Indian WarsBy Capt. JackThis is a very well researched and thorough history of the 
European immigrants' wars and alliances with the native people on our continent.It focuses on strategy and tactics 
avoiding morality and cultural issues. It also doesn't align with the trend in recent years to see Indians in a purely 
idyllic manner, which is refreshing.I was surprised at the frequent typos throughout the book. It seems like the editor 
used spellcheck and let too many errors pass.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great 1st bookBy Amy 
J. HartleyI bought this book as my first book of the Indian Wars so I could get an overview of the what happened from 
coast to coast. The book in a very readable and objective as it discusses the Wars and it also takes into account the 
political, technological and cultural situations that existed. At the end of this book you will be able to go to historical 
spots or hold a conversation with someone and know what questions to ask because you have enough background 
knowledge to understand the topic. You will also know what topic you want to explore next if you want to know more 
about this time frame.

This is the definitive story of the Longest War in American History. The Indian wars remain the most misunderstood 
campaign ever waged by the U. S. Army. From the first sustained skirmishes west of the Mississippi River in the 
1850's to the sweeping clashes of hundreds of soldiers and warriors along the upper plains decades later, these wars 
consumed most of the active duty resources of the army for the greater part of the nineteenth century and resulted in 
the disruption of nearly all of the native cultures in the West. Yet the popular understanding of the Indian wars is 
marred by stereotypes and misinformation as well as a tendency to view these individual wars - the battles against the 
Sioux, the Cheyenne, the Nez Perce, the Apache, and other groups - as distinct incidents rather than parts of a single 
overarching campaign. Dispelling notions that American Indians were simply attempting to stop encroachment on 
their homelands or that they shared common views on how to approach the Europeans, Bill Yenne explains in "Indian 
Wars: The Campaign for the American West", that these wars, fought for more than five decades across a landscape 
the size of continental Europe, were part of a general long-term strategy by the U. S. Army to control the West as well 
as extensions of conflicts among native peoples that predated European contact. Complete with a general history of 
Indian and European relations from the earliest encounters to the opening of the west, and featuring legendary figures 
from both sides, including Crazy Horse, Chief Joseph, Sitting Bull, Geronimo, George Custer, Kit Carson, and George 
Crook, "Indian Wars" allows the reader to better understand the sequence of events that transformed the West and 
helped define the American temperament.

"As complete and balanced an overview of fighting between the U.S. Army and dozens of Indian nations as there 
is." -- Martin Naparsteck, Salt Lake Tribune"Excellent. . . . Indian Wars has the virtue of speaking eloquently to the 
past while offering valuable guidance for the future." -- Tom Miller, Military.com"Splendid . . . . a book that has the 
rare quality of being both an excellent reference work and a pleasure to read." -- Wall Street JournalAbout the 
AuthorBILL YENNE is the author of many books, including On the Trail of Lewis and Clark: Yesterday and Today 
and the Encyclopedia of North American Indian Tribes. He was also a consultant for the History Channel's "Command 
Decision: The Battle of the Little Bighorn." 


