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Gordon L. Rottman : Inch'on 1950: Thelast great amphibious assault (Campaign) before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Inch'on 1950: The last great amphibious assault
(Campaign):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Everything pointed to disasterBy James D. CrabtreeHardly ever
remembered today, the landing at Inchon brought the Korean War to anew phase, one in which the communists were
sent reeling northwards, away from the UN forces within the Pusan Perimeter. This landing had everything going
against it: ad hoc units, a short planning period, lack of amphibious landing experience among the troops, a
challenging landing site, poor reconnaissance... but when the smoke cleared X Corps controlled Inchon and Seoul and
had cut off the main supply artery for the DPRK.Well written, but just alittle redundant because of the way the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1841769614

information is presented, Inch'on 1950 is well-illustrated with photographs, maps and artist renditions. Even if you've
HEARD the story of Inchon, this provides a better picture of how the operation was actually carried out.0 of 0 people
found the following review helpful. The great gamble...By HMS WarspiteThe U.S. amphibious assault into the South
Korean port city of Inchon in September 1950 was a controversial gamble, an effort to reverse North Korean gains
from their surprise attack on South Korea. Practically everyone in the chain of command counseled UN Commander
General Douglas MacArthur against the operation. At a distance of well over half a century, few readers may realize
just how many risks MacArthur really run..."Inchon 1950" is an exceptional Osprey Campaign Series book. Author
Gordon Rottman packs alot of information into a text of less than 100 pages. His narrative reveals just how
unprepared the U.S. military was for a conventional war in the Far East after the demobilization at the end of the
Second World War. Already scrambling to get enough forces into South Korea to stabilize the embattled Pusan
Perimeter, the First Marine Division and the U.S. Army's 7th Division practically performed an assembly on the

obj ective to meet the timelines of Operation Chromite. As the author notes, the U.S. had only limited intelligence on
the objective, but achieved a significant degree of surprise. Therest is history.Rottman's narrative is alittle heavy on
military jargon but still captures the drama of the moment. The text is very nicely supplemented with maps,
illustrations, and period photographs, and carries the story through the Battle for Seoul. Highly recommended to the
student of the conflict, and the general reader as an excellent introduction to "the last great amphibious assault."1 of 1
people found the following review helpful. A Controversial Landing that was SuccessfulBy Dave SchranckOne of Mr
Rottman's hallmarks to this series of books is his meaningfull introductions. In one of the lengthiest of the series, 15
pages, the author describes the history of the Korean Peninsula since WWII and the impact the USSR and US has had
on the respective halves. In addition the origins and evolution and state of readiness of the NKPA and ROKA in 1950
are described as well as the small garrison of US troops stationed there. We also learn that in the States, the US Army
was whittled down to only 10 divisions since the end of WWII. We also learn the NKPA was better equipped, better
trained and twice the size of the ROKA. The chapter also has a brief description of the terrain of the harbor and city
sector including Seoul. Also included is abrief summary of the first couple months of the war where the UN Forces
are pushed back to the Pusan Perimeter.The next three chapters are Opposing Commanders, Forces and Plans. The
American side has excellent coverage, especially the commander section. It gives one of the best bios of the leadersin
the whole series. It includes MacArthur, Strubble, Almond, O.P. Smith and Barr. Thereis little known about the
NKPA commanders and plans for the defense of Inch'on. The author spends 11 pages of the planning of the
amphibious landing on how X Corps will take Wolmi-do island before landing two groups at Inch'on. It also mention
the commanders making up the 1st MarDiv and 7th ID. The NKPA's units were 226th MarReg and the 25th Rifle
Brigade among other patch quilt units to defend Inch'on.In the main chapter, Operation Chromite is discussed on how
relatively easy Inch'on was captured. The UN forces quickly proceed northeasterly, cross the Han River capturing
Seoul before setting up positions to block the retreat of the NKPA back to North Korea.Before the landings, the Navy
and practically everybody else tried to persuade MacArthur not to do it because it was too risky but MacArthur
ignored everybody and went ahead and succeeded with the operaion. Its also of interest that Operation Chromite had
already been planned before the actual NKPA invasion asawhat if scenario.There are four 2-D maps and three 3-D
maps and all of them are excellent. The first 2-D map is the strategic situation just prior to the landings. Then thereis
the Inch'on - Seoul area, followed by Inch'on landing and finishing with the drive to Seoul. The 3-D maps are the
Inch'on landings, Han River crossing and the Battle for Seoul .Besides the maps there are 3 double page color battle
scenes and alot of good photos. There is also a Order of Battle list of the US forces. The book ends with a
Bibliography and Index.This book was done very well and is recommended to both newcomer and old pro.

Osprey's study of Inch'on, which was probably the most significant campaign in the Korean War (1950-1953), as well
as the last major amphibious assault of division-size conducted in the history of warfare. The odds were stacked
against the US troops, with virtually no time for training and many of the divisions unprepared for the conflict. The
success of the Inch'on campaign is a testament to the sheer initiative of the officers and NCOs conducted it. This book
detail s the strategy and tactics that led to the operation's success, as well as narrating the experience of the battlein
fascinating detail.

From the PublisherHighly visual guidesto history's greatest conflicts, detailing the command strategies, tactics, and
experiences of the opposing forces throughout each campaign, and concluding with a guide to the battlefields
today.About the AuthorGordon L Rottman entered the US Army in 1967, volunteered for Specia Forces and

compl eted training as a weapons specialist. He served in the 5th Special Forces Group in Vietnam in 1969-70 and
subsequently in airborne infantry, long-range patrol and intelligence assignments until retiring after 26 years. Hewas a
special operations forces scenario writer at the Joint Readiness Training Centre for 12 years and is now a freelance
writer. Heis based in Texas, USA.



