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Rhonda M. Roorda: In Their Voices. Black Americans on Transracial Adoption before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised In Their Voices: Black Americans on Transracial
Adoption:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good bookBy Chrisl found this book to be very helpful . 1 am a
grandmother to a beautiful 2 yr old adopted multiracial little boy, and | want to know from my position how | can help


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0231172214

my grandson. The book gave me a better understanding of what his experiences might be.1 of 1 people found the
following review helpful. Five StarsBy D. HerdAnocther quality entry into the series. Not finished with it but it's really
solid so far.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Very thought provoking. A must read for anyone
involved ...By OttakeeVery thought provoking. A must read for anyone involved in transracial adoptions.

While many proponents of transracial adoption claim that American society isincreasingly becoming "color-blind," a
growing body of research reveals that for transracial adoptees of all backgrounds, racial identity does matter. Rhonda
M. Roorda el aborates significantly on that finding, specifically studying the effects of the adoption of black and
biracial children by white parents. She incorporates diverse perspectives on transracial adoption by concerned black
Americans of various ages, including those who lived through Jim Crow and the Civil Rights era. All her interviewees
have been involved either personally or professionally in the lives of transracial adoptees, and they offer strategies for
navigating systemic racial inequalities while affirming the importance of black communitiesin the lives of transracial
adoptive families.In Their Voicesisfor parents, child-welfare providers, social workers, psychologists, educators,
therapists, and adoptees from all backgrounds who seek clarity about this phenomenon. The author examines how
social attitudes and federal policies concerning transracial adoption have changed over the last several decades. She
also includes suggestions on how to revise transracial adoption policy to better reflect the needs of transracial adoptive
families. Perhaps most important, In Their VVoicesis packed with advice for parents who are invested in nurturing a
positive self-image in their adopted children of color and the crucial perspectives those parents should consider when
raising their children. It offers adoptees of color encouragement in overcoming discrimination and explains why a
"race-neutral" environment, maintained by so many white parents, is not ideal for adoptees or their families.

In Their Voicesisahistorical lesson in transracial adoption that adoptive parents shouldn't miss. It aso provides a
deep look at the policy and practices currently in place in the child welfare and domestic adoption system — these
issues should also be deeply considered by the social workers, agencies, and others working in the adoption
community. (Kim Phagan-Hansel Adoption Today)A deft interviewer. (Adoptive Families)Roorda's newest text on
transracial adoption comes at atimely and proitious moment.... Highly recommended. (Choice)A fascinating read....
definitely on the recommended reading list. (Fostering Families) This book should be required reading for all White
Americans with plans to adopt Black children. It is an indispensable resource for navigating the often challenging and
unpredictable terrain of childrearing across the color line. (PsycCritiques)About the AuthorRhonda M. Roorda was
adopted into awhite family and raised with two nonadopted siblings. Sheis anational speaker on transracial adoption
and arecipient of the Judge John P. Steketee Adoption Hero Award from the Adoptive Family Support Network (M1).
Rhonda's latest book, In Their Voices: Black Americans on Transracial Adoption was named by Choice magazine as a
2016 Outstanding Academic Title. With the late Dr. Rita J. Simon, she coauthored alandmark trilogy of books on
transracial adoption (In Their Own Voices, In Their Parents Voices, and In Their Siblings Voices). She earned her
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Telecommunications from Calvin College in Grand Rapids, M|l and a Master of Arts
Degree in Communication-Urban Studies at Michigan State University in East Lansing, MI. Rhondaworks as a fund
administrator at an educational advocacy organization in Lansing, Michigan.



