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Steve Raymond : In the Very Thickest of the Fight: The Civil War Service Of The 78Th Illinois Volunteer 
Infantry Regiment  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised In 
the Very Thickest of the Fight: The Civil War Service Of The 78Th Illinois Volunteer Infantry Regiment: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good ReadBy Gus BaileyExcellent depiction of the battle. The book 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0762782838


came in good time.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. One of the best Civil War books availableBy Old 
PonytailI must admit to a certain bias as my great-grandfather served with this unit until his capture on November 30, 
1865. It is very well written entirely dependent upon existing documentation with conjecture kept to an extreme 
minimum. This affords the work an impeccable level of authenticity while positing a very human depiction of the 
daily lives of both officers and enlisted men, all serving to provide a captivating reading experience; I could not put 
this book down and have read it multiple times.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Truly excellentBy G. 
JamesThis is an excellent book.I've been tracking my own Civil War ancestors for some time and the one I know best, 
my GG Grandfather, was in Company I of the 78th. While I had already discovered the outlines of his life, this book 
brings to light the last year and a half in a way that I am profoundly grateful for. (He died in a Richmond prison after 
being captured just after the Battle of Chickamauga.) The book is more than "mechanical history". It shows us the 
lives of members of the regiment in their own words helps the reader appreciate the grim nature of that war.Read it.

The 78th Illinois Volunteer Infantry Regiment took the field under command of a lackadaisical colonel who was 
frequently absent and feuded with his own officers and superiors. Distrusted by senior officers, the 78th became a 
regiment that was always left behind—until its own officers forced their reluctant colonel to resign. His replacement 
was a forceful leader who turned the regiment into a crack fighting outfit that performed heroically in the battle of 
Chickamauga and many of the great battles of the Atlanta campaign. It later joined Sherman’s March to the Sea and 
fought its way out of the tangled swamps of Bentonville in one of the war’s last battles. Its story is told here mostly in 
the words of its soldiers through letters, diaries and other sources, many never before accessed by historians. This 
book sheds new light on many important incidents and battles in the Civil War’s Western Theater.
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