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Damon R Eubank : In the Shadow of the Patriarch: The John J. Crittenden Family in War and Peace  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised In the Shadow of the 
Patriarch: The John J. Crittenden Family in War and Peace: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A tough old cookieBy Gerald T. CecilA good read...lots of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0881461512


information that is not widely known about the Crittenden children. Mr. Eubank has woven a practical, believable 
story about family divisions during this turbulent period. Not too sure the reliance on some "pyscho-babble" anyalsis 
of siblng birth order adds any credibility to the book, but others may feel different. Closer editing would have caught 
several incorrect words that spellcheck passed as ok.

Senator John J. Crittenden was a central figure in Kentucky politics for more than fifty years and he fathered a 
remarkable family. The fame of the family patriarch has overshadowed the contributions of his children who deserve 
attention in their own right. George and Thomas Crittenden held significant commands during the Civil War while 
Ann Mary's life exemplified the struggles of antebellum women and their turmoil on the home front during the war. 
Several of the other siblings were leaders in their respective communities and their stories are interwoven as the 
evidence allows. The Crittendens exemplify the tragedy of a split family in the border region during the Civil War. By 
utilizing the role of birth order in creating family roles and establishing parental expectations the unique development 
of each sibling determined their response as they did at the outbreak of the Civil War. The impact of the war on family 
relations is followed by the rapprochement and reunion of the family, as well as the domestic developments of the 
family shadowed by the effects of the war. More than two-thirds of the book deals with the Civil War. Brothers 
George and Thomas fight on opposite sides. George receives a chapter on the disease at Mill Springs while attention is 
given to the rise and fall of Thomas as a commander. The overwhelming pressure to succeed placed on the siblings by 
their father handicapped both of them from truly succeeding as commanders.
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