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From State House Press : In the Saddle with the Texans: Day-by-Day with Parsons's Cavalry Brigade, 1862--
1865  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised In the Saddle 
with the Texans: Day-by-Day with Parsons's Cavalry Brigade, 1862--1865: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. roller coaster book from interesting to absolute boredumBy JDCAs a 
cavalry history buff I was very interested to read this book. It took all I could do to finish this book. If you are 
interested in the daily orders that range from oders for deserters, forage, arrest, sickness, or as the author states daily 
life then you will love this. For me it was a struggle. The maps were so small that I needed a magnifying glass to read. 
It would have been nice to have had a Texas map showing all of the counties that the soldiers were from. Overall a 
history lesson of a Texas cavalry unit that suffered greatly as many did in this sad time in our history.2 of 2 people 
found the following review helpful. Reprint of the OR materialBy Charles W. WalthallThis book is a simple 
reproduction of most of the Official Records (OR's) material regarding Parson's.It is a good source for reference 
material, but does not contain much original material in assessing Parsons. It is unclear if the material is complete, or 
just a partial collection of the records pertaining to Parsons Command.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Learned so much about war from this book.By CustomerSo enjoyed the author's research found in this 
amazing read! Highly recommend.

Confederate cavalry operating in the Trans-Mississippi during the Civil War has received little scholarly attention, 
partially because of the paucity of written resources that survived the conflict. While there are a few published letter 
collections and a handful of memoirs, little is known of the troopers' daily activities. With the publication of the order 
book of Parsons's Brigade, a compilation of the original daily orders preserved by members of the brigade following 
the Civil War, the story of these horsemen comes to light. The Texans were on the move daily, skirmishing or scouting 
with Union cavalry from the time they arrived in Arkansas in 1862 until the time they returned to Texas in 1865. As 
cavalrymen, they endured a life of privation and hardship, sleeping in the muddy bayous of northeastern Louisiana or 
along the banks of the Mississippi and Arkansas rivers. For the first time the reader can follow the everyday life of a 
Texas cavalryman as he served the Confederacy faithfully in a losing cause.

" . . . even the casual Civil War aficionado can appreciate this work." -- Chuck Parsons, NOLA Quarterly". . . a 
treasure trove of valuable information. . . . Recommended for serious students of the Civil War in the West." -- 
Military Trader". . . provides an accurate picture of the true nature of the war." -- The Journal of America's Military 
Past"The editor has done an excellent job . . . Trans-Mississippi has not received much attention, this book helps to fill 
that void." -- The Civil War Courier"an important source . . . Bailey has given serious students of the war yet another 
tool with which to work." -- Louisian History"this collection of correspondence offers a vivid picture of the daily 
rituals and responsibilities of a Confederate cavalry." -- Civil War Book It is sources like this . . . that add richly to our 
understanding of the "real" war." -- M. Jane Johansson, H-Net Book About the AuthorANNE J. BAILEY is the author 
of six books on the Civil War, including Texans in the Confederate Cavalry, (McWhiney Foundation Press) and 
Between the Enemy and Texas: Parsons' Texas Cavalry in the Civil War. She serves as the editor of the Georgia 
Historical Quarterly and the SCWH Newsletter, and is a professor of history at Georgia College State University in 
Milledgeville, Georgia. 


