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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Nothing Tells the Soldiers Story like aletter homeBy Timothy E.
MasseyAuthor Ray Mathis was taken from the historic community at arelatively young age, but this work continues
to resonate with those of us who value well researched work. This book has been out of print for awhile and | was
delighted to see it back. As someone who has visited the Chickamauga/Chattanooga area multiple times a year for
eons, these | etters written by soldiers from many places that | have visited, brings home areality of war. It givesus a
glimpse of what the common soldier felt, what he saw, and how much he missed hisloved ones at home.This book is
solidly researched and is another of those books we should all have on our shelves. If places like Vicksburg,
Chickamauga, Chattanooga, Tullahoma, Barrnacas, Tinersville, Dalton, and many other familiar, and not so familiar,
places are included as places where a soldier sent aletter home to aloved one.

This unique book, originally published in alimited edition in 1982 and out of print for many years, is the most
comprehensive collection of Civil War letters written by residents of Southeastern Alabama and Southwestern Georgia
to be published. Poignant in emotion, informative in detail, and broad in scope, the correspondence contained here
provides us with a unique opportunity to understand the Civil War and its effect on individuals and families from an
intensely personal perspective. The writers, the great majority of them unlettered and expressing themselvesin a
disarmingly honest manner in their heartfelt missives, collectively paint a compelling portrait of a watershed moment
in national history from aregional viewpoint. They make well-known events tangible and lesser-known sidebars
illuminating. The book is asolidly researched volume that represents a key piece of the historiographical record of the
eighteen-county region served by the Historic Chattahoochee Commission. Appropriately, this volume reaches
Americans as our nation contemplates the Civil War and itsimpact on American history during the war’s
sesquicentennia anniversary.

About the AuthorRay Mathis (1937-1981) was a professor in the department of History at Troy State University. He
was the author of Pilgrimage to Madison, College Life in the Reconstruction South, "Uncle Tom" Reed's Memoir of
the University, and John Horry Dent: South Carolina Aristocrat on the Alabama Frontier.



