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David McCullough : In the Dark Streets Shineth: A 1941 Christmas Eve Story  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised In the Dark Streets Shineth: A 1941 Christmas Eve 
Story: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. One Christmas EveBy R. DelPartoBeyond the historic narrative, one 
of the most fascinating part about reading about the most monumental figures in history are the stories behind the 
history that reveal an intimate and humanistic quality that may not be repeated more than once. David McCullough's 
retelling of history's past shows his adoration that is displayed in many of his works that readers have grown 
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accustomed to, especially the most historic events that have now forever been embedded within the narratives. And 
one can say that after reading In the Dark Streets Shineth: A 1941 Christmas Eve Story, this may be added to his 
narratives.McCullough unique form of storytelling continues to be seen within this short narrative that resonates one 
of the darkest moments in American history, but for one December night in 1941, two of the great leaders of the world 
paused for a moment to reflect upon the Christmas season. US President Franklin D. Roosevelt had now the world on 
his shoulders with only a few weeks past that began the US involvement in World War II in the Pacific but at the same 
time engaged its role in Europe. But in a secret meeting that took place on December 24, British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill and Roosevelt took a short respite from political activities to observe Christmas and to send 
messages to public of their assurance that during this time of the season, one must not forget the true meaning of what 
it represents, especially during times of war, to achieve the utmost goal for peace. And McCullough emphasizes this 
sentiment with Churchill and Roosevelt's meeting and Christmas observance that included the lighting of the White 
House Christmas tree and carols of the past such as "O Little Town of Bethlehem," which was penned by American 
Clergyman Phillip Brooks and set to music by organist Lewis Redner in 1868 on Christmas eve, and surprisingly, a 
carol that Churchill had never heard before until this night in 1941.In the Dark Streets Shineth is a footnote to history 
that many are not familiar with. But when historians such as David McCullough encounters special moments such as 
Roosevelt and Churchill's messages and the stories behind this encounter, history becomes so much enriching and 
insightful to understand for the curious reader.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A great read. Perhaps 
President Trump should read President Roosevelt's address he gave the American public on Christmas Eve inBy 
JeninChicagoA great read especially considering today's political climate and this war we've been involved in for over 
ten years. Roosevelt's Christmas address to the American public is inspiring even today!0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Very brief, but relevantBy TamaraI appreciate this download. It is a little piece of history we 
all need to hear again today. I would have enjoyed reading more from David McCullough. The download includes 
preparatory remarks describing Roosevelt and Churchill on Christmas Eve 1941 attending church service together 
(Churchill visiting America) and then both of their brief radio addresses on the same evening. McCullough briefly tells 
the stories behind the writing of two well-known carols that both men heard in church that night.

Days after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill and U.S. President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt met at the White House. It was Christmas Eve, 1941. As war raged throughout the world, the two leaders 
delivered a powerful message that still resonates today. Bestselling author and historian David McCullough relates a 
compelling story about the spirit of Christmas and the power of light in difficult, dangerous times. Beautifully 
designed with historic photographs that transport readers to the early days of World War II Includes a DVD of David 
McCullough s presentation of this story at the Mormon Tabernacle Choir s 2009 Christmas concert, to be featured 
nationally on PBS

From School Library JournalGr 3-6–This is partly an account of the 1941 Christmas Eve addresses to the nation by 
President Roosevelt and Prime Minister Churchill from the White House; partly a short history of two songs (“Oh 
Little Town of Bethlehem” and “I'll Be Home for Christmas”); and partly a photo album of Americans at 
Christmastime during World War II. Because of this scattered approach, the purpose is a bit unclear; the subtitle 
suggests that the focus is that famous 1941 Christmas Eve address, but the first line of the book, “Music is a part of 
our history,” leads readers to expect a greater emphasis on that subject. McCullough doesn't do justice to either topic 
and the random selection of period photos fails to shed any additional light. The book is handsome, and the full texts 
of Churchill's and Roosevelt's speeches are included, which is a bonus. However, this isn't particularly successful as 
either a Christmas book or an account of an important moment in history.Eva Mitnick, Los Angeles Public Library© 
Copyright 2010. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted. 
It s an unexpected but winning combination: the Mormon Tabernacle Choir; a two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning 
historian, whose books have also received two National Book Awards; and a small press in Salt Lake City that 
publishes a dozen books each year. --Publishers WeeklyHistorian McCullough, known for his biographies of Harry 
Truman and John Adams, has written a real gem of a book. Just days after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill and U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt met at the White House on Christmas Eve, 1941. 
As war raged throughout the world, the two leaders delivered a powerful message. Don t let the small page count of 
this book fool you. Packed in its 56 pages is a message that is as meaningful today as it was 60 years ago. This book 
also comes with a DVD recording of McCullough s presentation of this story at the Mormon Tabernacle Choir s 2009 
Christmas concert. --The Costco Connection, October 2010About the AuthorDavid McCullough is a two-time winner 
of the Pulitzer Prize for his histories of Truman and John Adams. He was twice awarded the National Book Award, for 
The Path Between the Seas and Mornings on Horseback, and is the author of the highly acclaimed books 1776, Brave 
Companions, The Great Bridge, and The Johnstown Flood. He is the recipient of the National Book Foundation 
Distinguished Contribution to American Letters Award, the National Humanities Medal, and the Presidential Medal of 
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