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Mark Stille: Imperial Japanese Navy Destroyers 191945 (2): Asashio to Tachibana Classes (New Vanguard)
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Imperial Japanese
Navy Destroyers 191945 (2): Asashio to Tachibana Classes (New Vanguard):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent second volume companion of this two-book series, with
some analyses not presented in other books on the subject.By Bayard B.Excellent second volume companion to the
first volume of this two-book series. Aswith the first volume it repeats some information that is available in other
books on the subject but does add some new thinking and technical details. Contains alot in photos (most in black
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white).0 of O people found the following review helpful. The book is an excellent overview of the later Japanese DDs
complete with very ...By Frank Walderl spend alot of time rereading sections of this book. The book is an excellent
overview of the later Japanese DDs complete with very informative pictures and drawings.3 of 4 people found the
following review helpful. Another Invaluable VolumeBy R. Douglas JohnsonThe second of this two part work on
Japanese Destroyers follows the pattern established in Volume 1. There is a short reintroduction of design principles
involved followed by specific details of development and modifications of each of the individual classes. Most
valuableis ashort history of each ship in the class. For those reading larger works on battles and campaigns having
pictures and/or drawings of the destroyers mentioned is an invaluable contribution to understanding how these ships
contributed to the Imperial Japanese Navy in WWII.1f the reader is looking for in depth technical description of the
ships and systems this book will likely be a bit of a disappointment but it's quick reference to all classesin both
volumesis avaluable addition to any library of naval warfare or the war in the Pacific.

During the Pacific War, at Java Sea, Coral Sea, Midway, Guadal canal, throughout the Solomons, Marianas, Leyte
Gulf, lwo Jima, and Okinawa campaigns, destroyers were the backbone of every fleet. Arguably the most successful
component of the Imperial Japanese Fleet was its destroyer force. These ships were generally larger than their Allied
counterparts and were better armed in most cases. Armed with alarge, long-range torpedo (eventually called Long
Lance by the Allies), these ships proved themselves as formidable opponents. In the first part of the war, Japanese
destroyers were instrumental in an unbroken string of Japanese victories. However, it was not until the Guadal canal
campaign that these ships fully demonstrated their power. In a series of night actions, these ships devastated Allied
task forces with anumber of daring night attacks using their deadly torpedoes. Imperial Japanese Navy Destroyers
detail s the history, weapons and tactics of the Japanese destroyers built just before the war and throughout the war.
Thisincludes the famous Kagero and Y ugumo classes. These were the classes which provided the bulk of the most
modern Japanese destroyers and which were employed in battlefields all over the Pacific and became feared
opponents. These designs led to the large Akitsuki class antiaircraft destroyers designed and built to screen fleet units
from air attack. Also included in this volume will be the experimental destroyer Shimakaze with her almost 40 knot
top speed and heavy torpedo armament of 15 tubes. The last class to be covered will be the Matsu class which was the
Japanese equivalent to an Allied destroyer escort. These ships were designed to be built quickly and cheaply, but
proved to be very tough shipsin combat. An analysis of destroyer designsincludes an examination of their strengths
and weaknesses and the success (or lack of success) as compared to comparable Allied destroyer designs.

“Osprey hits another home run with this 2nd volume on Japanese destroyers. Picking up where the 1st volume left off,
this book covers severa classes, principally the Asashio, Kagero, and Y ugumo. It also details the history, weapons,
and tactics of the Japanese destroyers. The author further weighsin on the design and construction, armament, service
modifications, and wartime service of each class.” 21PM S/USAAbout the AuthorMark E. Stille (Commander, United
States Navy, retired) received his BA in History from the University of Maryland and aso holds an MA from the
Naval War College. He has worked in the intelligence community for 30 years including tours on the faculty of the
Naval War College, on the Joint Staff and on US Navy ships. He is currently a senior analyst working in the
Washington DC area. Heis the author of numerous Osprey titles, focusing on naval history in the Pacific. Heis also
the author of several wargames. The author livesin Dunn Loring, VA.



