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The uncomfortable contemporary realities of immigration, enmeshed as they are in economic, human rights, and 
national security issues, have once again propelled foreign immigration to the United States toward the top of the list 
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of U.S. domestic policy concerns. Three respected authorities on immigration and international affairs here present a 
carefully calibrated history of U.S. immigration in primary source documents, tracing the roots of the current debate in 
the history of our profoundly divided and surprisingly cyclical response to foreign immigration. This book documents 
this national ambivalence, identifying the major waves of immigration and clarifying the ways in which the existing 
social and political fabric conditioned both the response to the newcomers and their prospects of eventual integration 
into American society.Part I introduces the historical record: The early days of the Republic, when most immigrants 
arrived from northern Europe The most important wave of immigration to the United States in the country's history, 
over 1880-1920, when most immigrants arrived from Asia or from southern and eastern Europe Virulent post-World 
War I anti-immigration sentiment The World War II-era absorption of huge numbers of displaced persons fleeing the 
misery and devastation of Europe Transition from a quota system to a preference system Heightened debate in the 
1980s and 1990s The immigration policy repercussions of the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001Part II takes up 
special issues in the contemporary immigration debate, including the security debate and immigration, immigration 
and the U.S. judiciary, the immigration debate and the economy, and the spectrum of public opinion on immigration 
revealed during the 2008 presidential election campaign. The authors demonstrate that today's highly polarized 
immigration reform debate in many respects recapitulates the antagonisms and chaotic policies of the 1980s and 
1990s, when Ronald Reagan's Republican administration implemented an amnesty program while the state of 
California adopted the punitive Proposition 187.Paramount in today's immigration debate, however, are the homeland 
security concerns rendered acute by the 2001 bombing of the World Trade Center in New York City. The 
controversial USA PATRIOT Act of 2001 and the Homeland Security Act of 2002 are among the documents surveyed 
in relation to the contemporary immigration debate.

"Not surprisingly, the contemporary debate over immigration is often shrill and fraught with passion and fear. This 
new book, therefore, is a welcome contribution because it provides both documents and analysis of the topic. It is 
divided into 13 chapters with the first eight on historical issues and the last five on the present day debate. The guide is 
well illustrated, and features useful sidebars, a good bibliography, and an excellent index. Also included are two 
appendixes--one on key immigration legislation in US history and the other on resources for additional and updated 
information on all aspects of the immigration issue. This guide will be a valued volume for most public and college 
libraries that serve high school and undergraduate students. Additionally it will be useful to adults interested in and 
concerned about the ongoing immigration debate." - Choice"This volume will appeal to a wide range of users, both 
those searching for historical documents on U.S. immigration as well as the more popular and controversial topics 
today of homeland security issues and the USA Patriot Act. Undergraduates or those interested in an overview of the 
history of this ongoing debate may find this compilation useful." - ARBAonlineAbout the AuthorThomas Cieslik is 
Lecturer in International Relations at the University of Wuerzburg.David Felsen is an Assistant Professor in the 
Division of International Studies at the Marshall Goldsmith School of Management, Alliant International University, 
San Diego.Akis Kalaitzidis is an Assistant Professor of Political Science at the University of Central Missouri. 


