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Patrick Ettinger : Imaginary Lines: Border Enforcement and the Origins of Undocumented Immigration, 1882-
1930 before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Imaginary Lines:
Border Enforcement and the Origins of Undocumented Immigration, 1882-1930:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy etbas promisedO of 0 people found the following
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review helpful. Read this book and you'll understand why building awall may not be agood idea. The answer is
alwaysin the historyBy Kindle CustomerWhen the issue of immigration is brought up,more so now than ever,
traditionally the southern border with Mexico comes to mind. However, this book outlines and argues the history of
how this southern border was and continues to be permeable regardless of how much money and resources are thrown
at it. Do you think "the wall" is going to keep people out? Read this book and you'll understand why building awall
may not be agood idea. The answer is alwaysin the history.

Winner, Southwest Book Award, Border Regional Library Association, 2011Although popularly conceived as a
relatively recent phenomenon, patterns of immigrant smuggling and undocumented entry across American land
borders first emerged in the late nineteenth century. Ingenious smugglers and immigrants, long and remote boundary
lines, and strong push-and-pull factors created porous borders then, much as they do now.Historian Patrick Ettinger
offers the first comprehensive historical study of evolving border enforcement efforts on American land borders at the
turn of the twentieth century. He traces the origins of widespread immigrant smuggling and illicit entry on the northern
and southern United States borders at a time when English, Irish, Chinese, Italian, Russian, L ebanese, Japanese,

Greek, and, later, Mexican migrants created various "backdoors' into the United States. No other work 1ooks so
closely at the sweeping, if often ineffectual, innovationsin federal border enforcement practices designed to stem these
flows.From upstate Maine to Puget Sound, from San Diego to the Lower Rio Grande Valley in Texas, federal officials
struggled to adapt national immigration policiesto challenging local conditions, all the while battling wits with
resourceful smugglers and determined immigrants. In effect, the period saw the simultaneous "drawing” and "erasing"
of the official border, and its gradual articulation and elaboration in the midst of consistently successful effortsto
undermineit.
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