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Thomas Callahan Jr. : I'm Sending a Shamrock to Remind Y ou of Home: Roscommon Families and the lrish
Diaspora 1875-1950 before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
I'm Sending a Shamrock to Remind Y ou of Home: Roscommon Families and the Irish Diaspora 1875-1950:

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Interesting view of the Irish Diaspora through one family's
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experienceBy Elena McCormackif you are interested in history from a personal view point, this book delivers. The
experience of the McCormack/Callahan clan is not unique. Millions of people left country homes all over Europeto
make their way in the States. But, Dr Callahan makes it personal, and more compelling, by following one family while
simultaneously explaining the conditionsin Ireland in the mid 19th to early 20th century period.2 of 2 people found
the following review helpful. Historically Fascinating Personally Compelling ReadBy K.P.KeoghProfessor Callahan
provides a series of historical tales that reflect his"dogged" attention to detail, his respect and admiration for his
ancestors and his passion for history." Shamrock” is also a textbook for the proper use of primary sources when
preparing a historical narrative.Enjoyed it from cover to cover.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. My
Professor Wrote This BookBy Bridget DelaneyMy Professor wrote this book and required usto buy it. It isavery
interesting book. It details his family's journey from poor Ireland to Americaand al the way up to him. Nice book!

Three decades ago a chance meeting brought the author to the isolated Roscommon cottage where his grandmother,
Kate McCormack and five of her siblings, over a century earlier, had bid tearful farewells to their family and sailed off
into the west to new livesin America. This book follows their journey to anew land and the author's quest to come to
know two generations of afamily divided by an ocean and nearly forgotten by time. Along the way, the dramatic
history of late-19th and early-20th century Ireland and America comes alive as the McCormack family and their
neighbors struggle with the challenges and seize the opportunities presented by those turbulent times. The book
demonstrates how the "big picture” of history can be viewed through the individual portraits of those who make it and
also addresses the difficult problems facing those who undertake such a project - to rescue the history of average
people from obscurity by using the scattered remnants of their past. The M cCormacks who made the long journey to
Americaand the loved ones they left at home are long dead, but family photos, |etters, ora histories, public and
parochial records reveal the lives they lived.



