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After the suppression of the Hungarian Revolution in 1848 and 1849, thousands of Hungarians emigrated to the United 
States, an influx dubbed the Kossuth Emigration after failed revolutionary leader Lajos Kossuth. During the American 
Civil War, many of these Kossuth emigres joined the ranks of the Union or Confederate armies. This thorough 
analysis of these foreign fighters explores their motivations and the military role they played, often challenging the 
traditional hero-making mechanisms of ethnic history-writing in the process. The included biographical list of all 
Hungarian-born Civil War participants fills a longstanding gap in Civil War genealogy. With a deft blend of modern 
Civil War studies, military history, migration and ethnic studies, and historical memory, this study makes a significant 
contribution to the history of Hungarian-Americans and the often-ignored subject of non-nationals in the Civil War.

"an in-depth look at the impact [emigrating Hungarians] had on the war...covers all angles"--ARBA; "a scholarly and 
dispassionate look at the role of the Hungarian emigration in the Civil War...the author is to be commended for this 
very readable and informative volume"--AHEA: E-journal of the American Hungarian Educators Association; 
"Hungarian Emigres in the Civil War processes a field that was previously not covered on an academic level. It 
disproves many previously held myths about Hungarian involvement in the Civil War. The book is based on solid 
research...recommended"--Eger Journal of American Studies; "a significant contribution to modern 
scholarship...breaks new ground and lays the foundation for future studies of the Hungarian-American community"--
Hungarian Journal of English and American Studies; "hopefully, Professor Vida will continue to devote his attention 
to this topic and will write additional books of the same high caliber."--Hungarian Studies .About the AuthorIstvan 
Kornel Vida is an assistant professor of U.S. history at the University of Debrecen in Hungary and an Alexander von 
Humboldt postdoctoral fellow at the John F. Kennedy Institute in Berlin, Germany. 


