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praised How the Slaves Saw the Civil War: Recollections of the War through the WPA Slave Narratives: 

Drawing from narratives of former slaves to provide accurate and poignant insights, this book presents descriptions in 
the former slaves' own words about their lives before, during, and following the Civil War.• Supplies the actual words 
of former slaves used in the narratives, giving readers not only a better sense of the individuals' experiences but also of 
the oral tradition of African Americans during the Civil War period• Includes carefully selected images of the time to 
underscore key concepts in the narratives and historical events and to engage the reader• Provides an extensive 
bibliography of other reliable sources appropriate for further research by general readers, academics specializing in 
African American history, and Civil War buffs alike

"By using the WPA ex-slave narratives to document how slaves experienced the Civil War, Covey and Eisnach fill a 
major historiographical void. Fully aware of the methodological weaknesses of using the 1930s and 1940s ex-slave 
interviews as sources, the authors nonetheless employ them judiciously to present the former slaves' perceptions of the 
slaveholders' war. They detail the daily lives of the bondsmen and women during and after the war, their service with 
Union and Confederate forces, and the blacks' impressions of major southern and northern leaders. Specialists, 
students, and general readers will welcome this valuable work for the ex-slaves' sometimes surprising and always 
interesting reactions to the Civil War and emancipation." (John David Smith, Charles H. Stone Distinguished 
Professor of American History, University of North Carolina at Charlotte and Author of Lincoln and the U.S. Colored 
Troops)About the AuthorHerbert C. Covey, PhD, is deputy director of human services for Adams County, Colorado, 
and part-time instructor at the University of Colorado?Boulder.Dwight A. Eisnach is an independent scholar, writer, 
and editor. 


