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Tyina L. Steptoe : Houston Bound: Culture and Color in a Jim Crow City (American Crossroads)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Houston Bound: Culture and 
Color in a Jim Crow City (American Crossroads): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Esther BohannonExcellent resource for my genealogy 
research

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0520282574


Beginning after World War I, Houston was transformed from a black-and-white frontier town into one of the most 
ethnically and racially diverse urban areas in the United States. Houston Bound draws on social and cultural history to 
show how, despite Anglo attempts to fix racial categories through Jim Crow laws, converging migrationsparticularly 
those of Mexicans and Creolescomplicated ideas of blackness and whiteness and introduced different understandings 
about race. This migration history also uses music and sound to examine these racial complexities, tracing the 
emergence of Houston's blues and jazz scenes in the 1920s as well as the hybrid forms of these genres that arose when 
migrants forged shared social space and carved out new communities and politics. This interdisciplinary book provides 
both an innovative historiography about migration and immigration in the twentieth century and a critical examination 
of a city located in the former Confederacy.

From the Inside Flap"Balancing a stunning variety of variablesancestry and color, legal and customary segregation, 
rural and urban origins, religious and musical traditionsTyina L. Steptoe explores in fine detail the making and 
unmaking of 'this thing we call race.' Contrasting recurrent ethnic conflict in several spheres with shared musical 
performances among Creoles and blacks, Mexican Americans and Mexicans, this book tells the story of multicultural 
production like no other that I know of.Houston Boundopens new historiographical conversations and complicates old 
ones."Kevin Mumford,Professor of History, University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign 


