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From Brand: University of Massachusetts Press: Hope Glory: Essayson the Legacy of the 54th M assachusetts
Regiment before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Hope
Glory: Essays on the Legacy of the 54th Massachusetts Regiment:

5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. the saga of the 54th Massachusetts goes onBy joan a. sheltonThis
collection of essays has a rather tight focus: it was compiled to mark the centennia of the "Shaw Memoria” in Boston
by examining the events which inspired that scul pture, how the artist joined other mediain celebrating the courage of
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black soldiers and their white companions, and how the saga of the 54th has moved out of Boston to take on a national
life since the Civil War and especially since 1897. Thus the various essays present a nuanced picture of awidening
cultural movement. Especially in the past half-century, black contributions to our nationa life have stepped forward to
take their rightful place in our national consciousness, though much remains to be found out and held up to American
society. Hopefully this volume marks the beginning of a national pride in which al can celebrate what blacks have
achieved (generally at dreadful personal cost). | would have been interested in learning more about the poetry and
fiction this regiment--and "the Shaw," its memorial--have inspired over the past 140 years. Whether they're wonderful
or dreadful (and there have been plenty of both), stories and poems also demonstrate how our consciousness of black
achievement has devel oped. We need all the help we can get, to learn from the past and move beyond it, but this book
isagood start.”

Gathering together contributions from the academic world and personal memories, this work examines the lasting
influence of the most famous black military unit of the American Civil War, the 54th Massachusetts Regi ment.



