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James Brewer Stewart : Holy Warriors: The Abolitionists and American Slavery  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Holy Warriors: The Abolitionists and American 
Slavery: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy linda s ziskok0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. An excellent history of the abolitionist movement before the Civil WarBy Patricia A. WadeAn excellent 
history of the abolitionist movement before the Civil War.and after the war with reconstruction. Very detailed with the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=080901596X


years and the people involved1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A FEW GOOD WHITE FOLKSBy 
Lowell "RaceMan" Thompson"Holy Warriors" is a strong antidote to the history of white supremacy in America. It 
shows, to paraphraseMargaret Mead (I think) not only can the course of history be changed by a small, dedicated 
group, but thatmaybe history has always only been changed (at least non violently) by such a group.I actually bought 
the book as part of my research for my own book, "Good White Folks". As an AfrAmerican who grew upat the height 
of the Civil Rights Movement, I think its way past time to acknowledge the fact that although the overwhelming 
majorityof "whites" went along with Amerocrats who built our nation's (and their own) unconscionable wealth and 
power on the attempted annihilationof NatAmericans and the subjugation and dehumanization of AfrAmericans, a 
moral, courageous handful did not.Much more should be done to give them their due...and to give our children an 
alternative to conforming to the immoral, inhuman status quo we still live with.

Revised to include important new scholarship, James Brewer Stewart's eloquent survey of the abolitionist movement is 
also a superb analysis of how the antislavery movement reinforced and transformed the dominant features of pre-Civil 
War America. Revealing the wisdom and na veté of the crusaders' convictions and examining the social bases for their 
actions, Stewart demonstrates why, despite the ambiguity of its ultimate victory, abolition has left a profound imprint 
on our national memory.

.com The abolitionist movement, writes Stewart in this engaging study, grew out of a number of historical conditions 
in early American society. Fearful of secularism and materialism, and disdainful of the luxurious life of the upper 
class, evangelical Christians of varying ethnicity banded together to forge a religious revival called the Great 
Awakening. In the South these evangelicals, especially the Quakers, confronted slave-holding Anglicans. They 
steadily worked to convert pro-slavery individuals, and they were often successful. By recruiting escaped slaves to 
speak out publicly against "the peculiar institution," the abolitionists galvanized public opinion outside the South, 
leading to the sectionalism that would later find its ultimate expression in the Civil War. Stewart's account of the 
important role that women played in the abolitionist movement is of special interest. “A work of striking originality.” 
?Richard H. Sewell, University of WisconsinFrom the Back CoverNow revised to include important new scholarship, 
Holy Warriors, James B. Stewart's eloquent and judicious history of American abolitionism, offers a superb analysis of 
how the antislavery movement reinforced and transformed the dominant features of pre-Civil War America. 


