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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Valuable Mississippi HistoryBy Paul C. ReeseA wonderful 
background story to the Vicksburg Campaign. Because of this raid, Vicksburg was able to stand an additional six 
months.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good short read.By Van EastI learned a lot that I didn't 
know about the 1st Miss Cav. that my great grandad was in during the war.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Five StarsBy Coleman W.Very good book series

Midway between Memphis and New Orleans along the Mississippi River, Vicksburg was essential to both 
Confederate and Union campaigns. With both sides bent on claiming the city, Vicksburg, and the fate of the nation, 
lay in the balance. General Ulysses S. Grant began his campaign on the city in November 1862, but he was forced to 
abandon the operation in December when the fiery General Earl Van Dorn made a daring raid on Grant's main supply 
depot at Holly Springs, Mississippi. With the help of the CSS Arkansas, Van Dorn's single day raid on Grant's supply 
base saved Vicksburg from Grant's forces for an entire year. Historian Brandon H. Beck recounts the tactics, leaders, 
and legends involved in this exciting, if overlooked, chapter of Civil War history.

"Beck's research reveals the exciting record of how an unfinished hull was transformed, under pressure from Van 
Dorn, into a 165-foot-long vessel clad in railroad iron." --Jan Swoope, 


