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Clay Blair : Hitler's U-Boat War: The Hunted: 1942-1945  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Hitler's U-Boat War: The Hunted: 1942-1945: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The second volume of Blair's exhaustive study of the Battle ...By 
Barry WattsThe second volume of Blair's exhaustive study of the Battle of the Atlantic suffers from the same problems 
as the first volume (Hitler's U-boat War: The Hunters: 1939-1942): overwhelming detail, inconsistent statistics, and 
woefully inadequate indices. Nevertheless, he is right in arguing that the U-boats never came close to cutting Britain's 
lifeline across the Atlantic despite the widespread belief that the U-boats came within a hair of doing so. The British 
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historian Andrew Roberts agrees: however vicious and bitter the Battle of the Atlantic was, “Britain’s survival was 
never really in doubt, even though for most people on both sides it certainly did not look that way at the time." Andrew 
Roberts, The Storm of War: A New History of the Second World War (London: Allen Lane, 2009), p. 374.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Thomas P. Wollamsecond in series, covers last half of 
WW20 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Far better conclusions in evaluating the evidence than many 
another readBy Andrew L.All any enthusiast could want in understanding the Battle of the Atlantic. Far better 
conclusions in evaluating the evidence than many another read.

The first volume of Clay Blair's magisterial, highly praised narrative history of the German submarine war against 
Allied shipping in World War II, The Hunters, 1939-1942, described the Battle of the Atlantic waged first against the 
British Empire and then against the Americas. This second and concluding volume, The Hunted, 1942-1945, covers 
the period when the fortunes of the German Navy were completely reversed, and it suffered perhaps the most 
devastating defeat of any of the German forces. In unprecedented detail and drawing on sources never used before, 
Clay Blair continues the dramatic and authoritative story of the failures and fortunes of the German U-boat campaign 
against the United States and Great Britain. All the major patrols and sorties made by the Germans are described in 
detail and with considerable human interest: the Peleus and Laconia affairs; the capture at sea of U-505; the crisis of 
German command; the futile operations against the Americas; and the mounting and devastating losses that, in effect, 
entirely destroyed the German submarine service.Amid the riveting accounts of battles at sea in Volume I, military 
historian Blair, who served on an American submarine in the Pacific against Japan, postulates that the German U-boat 
peril in the Atlantic has been "vastly overblown" in previously published histories and memoirs of that naval struggle, 
as well as in films. As a consequence, Blair writes, a false mythology about the effectiveness of U-boats has taken 
root, and in order to clearly and fully understand World War II, one must put the U-boat threat into proper perspective. 
Although neither volume is intended to be "technical" in nature, Blair does not neglect the scientific developments of 
the U-boat war. These include radar and radar detectors, active and passive sonar, Axis encoding machines and exotic 
Allied decoding machines, high-frequency direction finding (Huff Duff), Hedgehogs, depth charges, and sophisticated 
U-boat torpedoes. He describes how these devices worked and how they influenced the course of the naval battle.The 
remarkable story of Hitler's U-Boat War has been one of the last World War II subjects without a conclusive 
treatment. Now, thanks to Clay Blair, this has been brilliantly remedied.

.com This mammoth book concludes the two-volume set that began with The Hunters, 1939-1942. If the first 
installment charted the rise of the U-boat, this one describes its downfall as the United States became fully engaged in 
the Second World War. A careful scholar, Blair never overstates the impact the U-boats played on the war's final 
outcome, even though they sank roughly 3,000 ships. He is, above all, comprehensive. Rather than a breezy overview, 
this book describes, spread out over nearly 900 pages (including 20 appendices!), almost every U-boat action in the 
second half of the war. Some readers will find this level of detail exhausting, but others will revel in it, and The 
Hunted is sure to be regarded as a standard in its field. --John J. Miller "A triumph of naval history-writing."   --The 
Times (London)"An admirable and important book.... Should become the standard history ofthe Unterseeboote for 
many years."  --Russell F. Weigley, The Washington PostFrom the Inside FlapThe first volume of Clay Blair's 
magisterial, highly praised narrative history of the German submarine war against Allied shipping in World War II, 
The Hunters, 1939-1942, described the Battle of the Atlantic waged first against the British Empire and then against 
the Americas. This second and concluding volume, The Hunted, 1942-1945, covers the period when the fortunes of 
the German Navy were completely reversed, and it suffered perhaps the most devastating defeat of any of the German 
forces.   In unprecedented detail and drawing on sources never used before, Clay Blair continues the dramatic and 
authoritative story of the failures and fortunes of the German U-boat campaign against the United States and Great 
Britain. All the major patrols and sorties made by the Germans are described in detail and with considerable human 
interest: the Peleus and Laconia affairs; the capture at sea of U-505; the crisis of German command; the futile 
operations against the Americas; and the mounting and devastating losses that, in effect, entirely destroyed the German 
submarine service.     Amid the riveting accounts of battles at sea in Volume I, military historian Blair, who served on 
an American submarine in the Pacific against Japan, postulates that the German U-boat peril in the Atlantic has been 
"vastly overblown" in previously published histories and memoirs of that naval struggle, as well as in films. As a 
consequence, Blair writes, a false mythology about the effectiveness of U-boats has taken root, and in order to clearly 
and fully understand World War II, one must put the U-boat threat into proper perspective.       Although neither 
volume is intended to be "technical" in nature, Blair does not neglect the scientific developments of the U-boat war. 
These include radar and radar detectors, active and passive sonar, Axis encoding machines and exotic Allied decoding 
machines, high-frequency direction finding (Huff Duff), Hedgehogs, depth charges, and sophisticated U-boat 
torpedoes. He describes how these devices worked and how they influenced the course of the naval battle.     The 
remarkable story of Hitler's U-Boat War has been one of the last World War II subjects without a conclusive 



treatment. Now, thanks to Clay Blair, this has been brilliantly remedied. 


