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Michael Lynch : Hitler (Routledge Historical Biographies)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Hitler (Routledge Historical Biographies): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Puwak-badillaInformative book about the mass-
murderer10 of 13 people found the following review helpful. Well written summaryBy Ole T. HoelsethI think there 
are far too many books about Adolf Hitler that focuses on a rather narrow field of his life. I am curious about the 
whole picture - who was he? But I am not willing spend time reading a ton of Hitler-biographies. For that purpose this 
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book is perfect. It gives you a well written summary of the latest research and it puts well known historical facts into 
perspective. I am convinced that for every decade that passes there will be added some new information about Hitler. I 
don't expect big headline news, but small research news that helps us to understand the question: How was it possible? 
History doesn't change, but our perspectives does, we value information that has always been there differently as time 
passes. That is why this book is very different from Hitler biographies published 30 and 40 years ago. I honestly hope 
a book like this will be written every decade, so that we never forget.6 of 8 people found the following review helpful. 
Tea anyoneBy JTDGood book. Shows how if all the conditions are right extremist can take over an intelligent people, 
and destroy their country. Good read, well written, and documented with out resorting to 1,000 pages.

Adolf Hitler is the most notorious political figure of the twentieth century. The story of his life, how he became a 
dictator, and how he managed to convince so many to follow his cause is a subject of perennial fascination. Balancing 
narrative and analysis, this biography employs a chronological approach to describe the main features of Hitler’s 
career. Set against the background of developments in Germany and Europe during his lifetime, the text tells the 
extraordinary story of how an Austrian layabout rose to become Führer of the Third Reich. The chapters incorporate 
into their narrative the major debates surrounding Hitler’s ideas, behaviour and historical significance. Particular 
attention is paid to his experience as a soldier in 1914 -18 and to the reasons why his original left-wing sympathies 
transmuted into Nazism. Arguments over the real character of Hitler’s dictatorship are analysed and a measured 
assessment is offered on the disputed issues of how far Hitler initiated the Third Reich’s domestic and foreign policies 
himself and to what extent he was controlled by events. His destructive leadership of wartime Germany is now a 
subject of close scrutiny among historians and the book’s final chapters deal with this theme and offer a set of 
reflections on Hitler’s relationship with the German people and his legacy to the German nation. Michael Lynch 
provides a balanced guide to this most difficult of figures that will be enlightening for students and general readers 
alike

"Michael Lynch’s Hitler manages to achieve the seemingly impossible: to introduce readers to Adolf Hitler and to 
make sense of his place in 20th century German history in a masterful and lively, yet concise and comprehensive 
manner. This is a splendid book." - Dr Thomas Weber, University of Aberdeen, UKAbout the AuthorMichael Lynch is 
an Honorary Fellow in the School of Historical Studies at the University of Leicester. His research interests are in 
modern European and Chinese history and his recent student-friendly publications include: Mao (2004), Modern 
China (2006), Autocracy to Communism: Russia 1894-1941 (2008), and Nazi Germany (2012). 


