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Of the fifty regiments of brave and loyal troops that went out from lowato battle for the right in the Civil War, none
had a more brilliant career or shed a brighter light upon the State or Nation, than the Seventh lowa Veteran Volunteer |
nfantry. From the time of its first engagement, General Grant sfirst battle of the War of the Rebellion, Belmont, Mo.,
November the 7th, 1861, to the Grand Review at Washington at the close of the war, its name and fanae was ever
prominently before the country. No regiment was more a pride among the lovers and defenders of the Union none
more emphatically aterror to itsfoes. Y et, of the brave deeds of the gallant men of this regiment, of their varied
experiences joyful or painful, of their hardships and trials, of their toilsome inarches and campaigns, of their martyred
dead and their honor ed living, no connected published record has been made. Without which it must have soon passed
into oblivion, or have lived in the uncertain recollections of the participants of those stirring scenes. To rescue its
memory from obscurity has been my ambition. To me it has been alabor of love, without hope of reward pecuniarily.
At the regquest of alarge number of the regiment, in reunion assembled, | was persuaded to make this, my first literary
attempt. | have endeavored in the general writeup to give atruthful review of the service of the regiment. It was my for
tune to have been a member during its entire service and with it on the fighting line. The mortality on the battlefield
was not exceeded by any regiment from the State and only equalled by one. It was one of the few veteran regiments
from | owa, in the sense of two enlistments. | have been assisted by many officers and men who have furnished me
their personal diaries, memorandums and sketches, for which | am under many ob ligations. | make no claim to literary
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