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J R Kinnear : History of the Eighty-Sixth Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry: Civil War Classic Library 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised History of the Eighty-
Sixth Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry: Civil War Classic Library: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great HistoryBy Stuart MillsInteresting view of the American Civil 
War. My ancestor fought with this unit and I find it fascinating what he was doing on any given day. There appears to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1481072498


be gaps in the diary and it can get confusing because the years are not given with the dates so it's hard to keep 
everything straight, but that isn't unusual for any diary. This book is more for the descendants of the men who fought 
in this regiment, but there is something for the Civil War buff as well.

The history of the Eighty-sixth Illinois was written in part while the regiment was yet in the service, merely for the 
gratification of a personal desire; but since its muster out, the author has been frequently urged by many of his friends 
to have it published, that they might share what he alone enjoyed. He complied with an earnest request from Colonel 
Fahnestock to meet himself, General Magee, Major Thomas, Dr. Guth, Captain Zinser and others at Peoria, to have the 
manuscript examined before publication. It was met by their hearty approval, and an eager desire on their part to have 
it published; at the same time giving the assurance that they would lend their whole influence in getting it before the 
public. For these reasons the author has been induced to present this little volume to his comrades and friends, in the 
hope that it will receive their hearty welcome. The history of the Eighty-sixth is also the history of the 85th, 125th and 
110th Illinois, together with the 52nd Ohio and 22nd Indiana, all of the same brigade. Particular mention has been 
made of these regiments, for they were to the Eighty-sixth a band of faithful brothers. The author acknowledges 
himself indebted to Colonel Fahnestock, Major Thomas, Captain Major, and Acting Adjutant Loveland, for the kind 
assistance and encouragement they have given him in preparing this history for publication, and to them he attributes 
the merit of this work, if it possesses merit.


