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Ovid L. Futch : History of Andersonville Prison  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised History of Andersonville Prison: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. gives a better understanding of life in this Civil War prisonBy 
Artephius (.I was recently doing some family genealogy work, and discovered one of my great-great grandfathers was 
a prisoner in Andersonville Prison. He was shot in December 1864 and sent to Andersonville in December. He was 
captive there until the camp was liberated in May 1865.This book does an excellent job in explaining what life was 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0813036917


like in this prison camp. I marvel how my great-great grandfather survived this ordeal. He was shot in the hip, then had 
to avoid the small gang of Union soldier prisoners that beat, robbed, and persecuted their fellow soldiers. I was pleased 
to read the camp Commander rounded up the small gang and had them hung. Right or wrong, the Commander was 
convicted of war crimes and also hung after the war.I found the book to be a very informative read, and I gained a 
much better appreciation of prison life in Andersonville.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five 
StarsBy Wayne L.Good read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Readers will know that facts were 
established by first hand accounts through letters and journals of those that experienced this sad ordeal.By 
CustomerLong introduction to establish legitimacy of author. Readers will know that facts were established by first 
hand accounts through letters and journals of those that experienced this sad ordeal.

"An outstanding study of Andersonville--both a vivid description of the conditions that resulted in high mortality 
among the prisoners as well as a balanced and unbiased evaluation of the officials responsible."--Journal of Southern 
History"Futch has carefully sifted through a host of unofficial memoirs, letters, and diaries as well as official records 
to develop an intriguing account of what happened at Andersonville."--Civil War HistoryIn February 1864, five 
hundred Union prisoners of war arrived at the Confederate stockade at Anderson Station, Georgia. Andersonville, as it 
was later known, would become legendary for its brutality and mistreatment, with the highest mortality rate--over 30 
percent--of any Civil War prison.Fourteen months later, 32,000 men were imprisoned there. Most of the prisoners 
suffered greatly because of poor organization, meager supplies, the Federal government’s refusal to exchange 
prisoners, and the cruelty of men supporting a government engaged in a losing battle for survival.Who was responsible 
for allowing so much squalor, mismanagement, and waste at Andersonville? Looking for an answer, Ovid Futch cuts 
through charges and countercharges that have made the camp a subject of bitter controversy. He examines diaries and 
firsthand accounts of prisoners, guards, and officers, and both Confederate and Federal government records (including 
the transcript of the trial of Capt. Henry Wirz, the alleged "fiend of Andersonville"). First published in 1968, this 
groundbreaking volume has never gone out of print.

From the Back CoverFive hundred prisoners arrived at Andersonville in February 1864, the first of 32,000 men to be 
imprisoned there before the camp was closed by Federal forces in April 1865. Most of the prisoners suffered greatly--
and 13,000 of them died--because of poor organization, meager supplies, the Federal government's refusal to exchange 
prisoners, and often the cruelty of men and a government engaged in a losing battle for survival.Why was this squalor, 
mismanagement, and waste allowed at Andersonville? Looking for an answer, Ovid Futch cut through charges and 
counter-charges that have made the camp a subject of bitter controversy.About the Author Ovid Futch taught at 
Morehouse College in Atlanta and finished his career as chair of the Department of History at the University of South 
Florida. Michael P. Gray, assistant professor of history at East Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania, is the author 
of The Business of Captivity: Elmira and Its Civil War Prison, a Seaborg Award honorable mention recipient. 


