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W. S. Morris, J.B. Kuykendall, L.D. Hartwell : History 31st Regiment: Illinois Volunteers Organized by John 
A. Logan (Shawnee Classics)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised History 31st Regiment: Illinois Volunteers Organized by John A. Logan (Shawnee Classics): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Too Few DetailsBy Tom RippProbably typical of accounts written 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=080932184X


over 100 years ago. The book gives an overview of the actions that the 31st was in but very little in the way of details 
of their role in the various battles they were engaged in.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Wow!!By 
HedyI was so happy to find this book. My great-great grandfather was with the Illinois 31st and his name is mentioned 
in the book. It will be a family heirloom.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy George 
Wardanother good history lesson

The story of John A. Logan’s famed 31st Regiment Illinois Volunteers, told by three veterans, follows the regiment 
from the battles of Belmont, Fort Donelson, Vicksburg, Kenesaw Mountain, and Atlanta through the March to the Sea 
and into North Carolina. "Few regiments," notes historian John Y. Simon in the foreword, "fought longer or more 
fiercely, suffered more casualties, or won more victories."Logan proved a valiant and valuable Union commander, yet 
when the Civil War first began, it was far from clear whether he would lead Union or Confederate troops. In dramatic 
fashion, however, he broke what Simon calls an "ominous silence ... interpreted by many as sympathy for the South." 
Speaking from a wagon platform in Marion, Illinois, Logan proclaimed: "[The] time has come when a man must be for 
or against his country." Logan accepted a commission from Illinois governor Richard Yates, recruited heavily in 
southern Illinois, and formed the 31st Regiment Illinois Volunteers.The 31st became a prime component in Grant’s 
western campaigns, fighting for the first time at Belmont, Missouri. In February of 1862, the 31st foiled Confederate 
general Gideon J. Pillow’s dramatic escape from the Union siege at Fort Donelson. Although this is often listed as one 
of the proudest moments for the 31st, casualties ran high (fifty-eight killed), with Logan so severely wounded that at 
first he was reported dead. Logan’s valor at Fort Donelson won him promotion to brigadier general.

From the Back CoverThe story of John A. Logan's famed 31st Regiment Illinois Volunteers, told by three veterans 
who enlisted in the Union Army in their teens and recounted their experiences in their fifties, follows the regiment 
from the battles of Belmont, Fort Donelson, Vicksburg, Kenesaw Mountain, and Atlanta through the March to the Sea 
and into North Carolina. "Few regiments", notes historian John Y. Simon in the foreword, "fought longer or more 
fiercely, suffered more casualties, or won more victories".Logan proved a valiant and valuable Union commander, yet 
when the Civil War first began, it was far from clear whether he would lead Union or Confederate troops. In dramatic 
fashion, however, he broke what Simon calls an "ominous silence during the first two months of the Civil War, a 
silence interpreted by many as sympathy for the South". Speaking from a wagon platform in Marion, Illinois, Logan 
proclaimed: "[The] time has come when a man must be for or against his country".This pro-Union decision by the 
Democratic congressman and enthusiastic antiabolitionist ran counter to the hopes of his friends and relatives, many of 
whom had expected him to lead a Confederate regiment out of southern Illinois. Instead, he accepted a commission 
from Illinois governor Richard Yates, recruited heavily in southern Illinois, and formed the 31st Regiment Illinois 
Volunteers.Under the command of Colonel Logan, the 31st became a prime component in Grant's western campaigns, 
fighting for the first time at Belmont, Missouri. In February of 1862, the 31st foiled Confederate general Gideon J. 
Pillow's dramatic escape from the Union siege at Fort Donelson. Although this is often listed as one of the 
proudestmoments for the 31st, casualties ran high (fifty-eight killed), with Logan so severely wounded that at first he 
was reported dead. Logan's valor at Fort Donelson won him promotion to brigadier general.This regimental history is 
illustrated by twenty-nine contemporary black-and-white photographs.About the AuthorW. S. Morris enlisted at age 
nineteen on the day Logan delivered his dramatic address in the Marion, Illinois, town square.L. D. Hartwell enlisted 
at seventeen, one of six Williamson County brothers who served in the Union Army.J. B.Kuykendall enlisted at 
nineteen from Vienna, Illinois. 


