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Owen Lovejoy, William Ann Moore, Jane Moore, Paul Simon : His Brother's Blood: Speeches and Writings, 
1838-64  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised His Brother's 
Blood: Speeches and Writings, 1838-64: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Scholarship and Research at Its Best~~~~~By AvidReaderIf your 
brother had been murdered by an angry mob because he published a newspaper that called slavery a sin, how would 
you react? Owen Lovejoy vowed on his brother's grave to spend the rest of his life at war with slavery. And he kept his 
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vow. Lovejoy was an ordained minister who was used mightily by God both inside and outside the church. He 
preached the Bible on Sunday and then the rest of the week sheltered fugitives on the Underground Railroad and 
ended up elected to Congress as a U.S. Senator where he used his seat to confront evil. My favorite part was just 
before the Civil War when Lovejoy confronts the slaveholding Senators on the floor of Congress with a speech 
demanding that they free their slaves to prevent the coming bloodshed of the Civil War. They taunt him back and we 
all know what happens next. This book is great for giving an eye-witness account to the atmosphere that resulted in a 
nation ripped apart. While today's historians are still debating what caused the Civil War, Lovejoy made it clear "this 
is nothing other than a proslavery rebellion."When you spend hours straining your eyesight to read the tiny print of the 
official Congressional record, you really start to appreciate a book like this which provides a much easier to read 
version with very helpful editing. This is a fascinating collection of Owen Lovejoy's speeches and writings, which 
Civil War historians and scholars will enjoy browsing. The amount of research done by the authors is astounding, and 
will help many future scholars in their research. This book is different from a typical biography as this is written in a 
more scholarly style. We especially found the editorial notes helpful to understand the context. This book is definitely 
for the die hard students of Civil War history with interesting historical details unfamiliar to most people. However 
this is not for people looking for a biography as most of this is long speeches that can be mined for quotes. Readers 
used to novels or biographies might be overwhelmed by the sheer volume of material, but this is meant for research 
not entertainment.We just wish this book had explored more of the tight friendship between Lovejoy and Lincoln, but 
since that appears to be the next book by the authors, we have something to look forward to.

History of Owen Lovejoy's religious and political participation in the antislavery movment from 1838 to 1864. This is 
the first comprehensive collection of the speeches of Owen Lovejoy (1811-64). After the assassination of his brother, 
Elijah, for printing an antislavery newspaper, instead of seeking revenge on the murderers, Lovejoy chose to help 
eradicate the system of racial slavery. Including sermons, campaign speeches, open letters, and his congressional 
exchanges and addresses, His Brother's Blood offers a colorful and important perspective on the turmoil leading up to 
the Civil War and the excitement in Congress that produced universal emancipation.

"The speeches gathered in this important collection reveal the eloquence and wide-ranging interests of this significant 
and fascinating anti-slavery leader and member of Congress. A friend of Abraham Lincoln, Lovejoy gently prodded 
the president to move more quickly toward abolition during the Civil War. Accessible and readable, Lovejoy's 
speeches afford us a rare look at the intersection of religion and politics. They also reveal a breadth of learning rarely 
matched in his time or ours." 


