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John Bunker : Heroes in Dungarees: The Story of the American Merchant Marine in World War II  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Heroes in Dungarees: The 
Story of the American Merchant Marine in World War II: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Unsung Heroes of World War IIBy Neal J. FroeseI was in the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1557500932


Merchant Marines during the last months of WWII. I appreciate this history of the important part the Merchant 
Marines played in our victory.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. My dad, a Merchant Marine, was 
thrilled to receive this book!By WisteriaMy father often talked about his life as a Merchant Marine -- and along with 
the stories, he often expressed regret that they were not considered "sailors" or "military." He is now 86 and was 
absolutely thrilled to receive this book. His first words were: "Finally, we are being recognized. It took all this time." 
Thank you for telling the stories of these brave men. My father was NOT able to join the regular Navy because of an 
erroneous physical they gave him. Thus, he still wanted to help in WWII and he joined the Merchant Marines. These 
brave men were those who were more than willing to put their lives on the line -- in a military position that was not 
even recognized. To them, I say "Bravo!" Thank you for writing this book; it has given my father closure and gratitude 
for his years of service.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. an outstanding documentary of the merchant 
marine during world war twoBy JerryFor anyone interested in the role of the allied merchant marine and the price paid 
by those who served, this is an excellent book. This is not about romance or adventures ashore. The author does a good 
job of telling us of the hardships and tragedies, as well as the valor that occurred. I learned the answer to something I 
have long wondered about, that being ,why so many men who served in the merchant marine , later served in the army. 
I also appreciated the overage he gave to the armed guard.The book is well written and well worth the read.

A World War II merchant seaman, John Bunker takes a thorough look at the American merchant marines' significant 
contributions to the war effort. There are plenty of fascinating facts about their extensive supply operations, but the 
focus of the book is on the men and their often-heroic actions. Bunker draws from his own experiences to describe the 
action at sea and also includes the personal stories of many other civilian participants. It is an engaging portrayal of the 
courage, bravery, and ingenuity demonstrated by these merchant seamen. All theaters of operation using U.S. 
merchant ships are covered; in addition, Bunker provides information on events before the country entered the war 
when efforts were being made to build more ships and to recruit the men necessary to crew the huge fleet.

About the AuthorJohn Bunker, a merchant seaman from 1942 to 1945, served in the Atlantic, Caribbean, Pacific, 
Middle East, and Mediterranean theaters and later enjoyed a distinguished career in maritime affairs before becoming 
a reporter for the Christian Science Monitor and San Diego Tribune. He died in 2003. 


