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Colin S. Gray : Fighting Talk: Forty Maxims on War, Peace, and Strategy  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Fighting Talk: Forty Maxims on War, Peace, and Strategy: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Policy is one thing but strategic understanding is too often 
forgottonBy K. O. SingerThis is on General James Mattis (now SecDef) reading list of 30 books that leaders need to 
read. To quote the author, this book is founded on two propositions. First there is a body of maxims on war, peace and 
strategy, which are both true and important.. Secondly these truths frequently are forgotten, or misunderstood, often 
with dire consequences-which explains the t turmoil in this country for the past nineteen years. One would hope that 
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more people in Washington will read these books0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great full-round 
insight on strategyBy Melissa JGreat read! Offered a different take on strategy through Maxims which were perfect to 
pick up and put down to contemplate the ideas and concepts discussed in the essays. Made the Maxims relatable and 
relevant to the present.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 40 good topicsBy G RobertsInteresting 
discussion about the different aspects of waging war. It is not just about putting warheads on foreheads. This should be 
required reading for any elected official, military person, or leader.

Colin Gray presents an inventive treatise on the nature of strategy, war, and peace, organized around forty maxims. 
This collection of mini essays will forearm politicians, soldiers, and the attentive general public against 
many?probably most? fallacies that abound in contemporary debates about war, peace, and security. While one can 
never guarantee strategic success, which depends on policy, military prowess, and the quality of the dialogue between 
the two, a strategic education led by the judgments in these maxims increases the chances that one’s errors will be 
small rather than catastrophic.The maxims are grouped according to five clusters. “War and Peace” tackles the larger 
issues of strategic history that drive the demand for the services of strategic thought and practice. “Strategy” presses 
further, into the realm of strategic behavior, and serves as a bridge between the political focus of part one and the 
military concerns that follow. “Military Power and Warfare” turns to the pragmatic business of military performance: 
operations, tactics, and logistics. Part four, “Security and Insecurity,” examines why strategy is important, including a 
discussion of the nature, dynamic character, and functioning of world politics. Finally, “History and the Future” is 
meant to help strategists better understand the processes of historical change.

"[Gray] has sustained and enhanced a reputation as the English-speaking world's leading strategic thinker. Gray's work 
has always eschewed abstraction for empiricism. His theoretical studies never fall prey to wishful thinking or mirror-
imaging. His strategic analyses incorporate strong historical elements. Fighting Talk, though unpretentious in 
structure, represents the distillation of a career's worth of study and reflection in these contexts."—Journal of Military 
History 


